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Singing the Body Electric explores the relationship between the human voice and
technology, offering startling insights into the ways in which technological
mediation affects our understanding of the voice, and more generally, the human
body. From the phonautograph to magnetic tape and now to digital sampling,
Miriama Young visits particular musical and literary works that define a century-
and-a-half of recorded sound. She discusses the way in which the human voice is
captured, transformed or synthesised through technology. This includes the
sampled voice, the mechanical voice, the technologically modified voice, the
pliable voice of the digital era, and the phenomenon by which humans mimic the
sounding traits of the machine. The book draws from key electro-vocal works
spanning a range of genres - from Luciano Berio's Thema: Omaggio a Joyce to
Radiohead, from Alvin Lucier's I Am Sitting in a Room, to Björk, and from Pierre
Henry's Variations on a Door and a Sigh to Christian Marclay's Maria Callas. In
essence, this book transcends time and musical style to reflect on the way in
which the machine transforms our experience of the voice. The chapters are
interpolated by conversations with five composers who work creatively with the
voice and technology: Trevor Wishart, Katharine Norman, Paul Lansky, Eduardo
Miranda and Bora Yoon. This book is an interdisciplinary enterprise that
combines music aesthetics and musical analysis with literature and philosophy.
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Singing the Body Electric explores the relationship between the human voice and technology, offering
startling insights into the ways in which technological mediation affects our understanding of the voice, and
more generally, the human body. From the phonautograph to magnetic tape and now to digital sampling,
Miriama Young visits particular musical and literary works that define a century-and-a-half of recorded
sound. She discusses the way in which the human voice is captured, transformed or synthesised through
technology. This includes the sampled voice, the mechanical voice, the technologically modified voice, the
pliable voice of the digital era, and the phenomenon by which humans mimic the sounding traits of the
machine. The book draws from key electro-vocal works spanning a range of genres - from Luciano Berio's
Thema: Omaggio a Joyce to Radiohead, from Alvin Lucier's I Am Sitting in a Room, to Björk, and from
Pierre Henry's Variations on a Door and a Sigh to Christian Marclay's Maria Callas. In essence, this book
transcends time and musical style to reflect on the way in which the machine transforms our experience of
the voice. The chapters are interpolated by conversations with five composers who work creatively with the
voice and technology: Trevor Wishart, Katharine Norman, Paul Lansky, Eduardo Miranda and Bora Yoon.
This book is an interdisciplinary enterprise that combines music aesthetics and musical analysis with
literature and philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Miriama Young has produced an excellent piece of work. The subject, the voice and recording technology
and its use in music and musical contexts is relatively new, or is at least coincident with the advent of
editable recording technology since the war. The non-linear approach that Miriama takes, partly narrative,
partly anecdotal and partly historical, works particularly well with this subject. I also especially like the way
she includes discussions of music from popular culture, blurring the boundaries between categories and
genres.' Paul Lansky, Princeton University, USA

About the Author
Miriama Young is a writer, sound artist and composer. Originally from New Zealand, she gained her PhD
from Princeton (2007) on a Fulbright award. She writes music for film, dance, radio, live electronics and
fixed media, voices and instruments. She is a Lecturer in Sonic Arts and Music Composition at the
University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Johnson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Singing the Body Electric: The Human Voice and Sound
Technology as the daily resource information.

Marquita Oswald:

This book untitled Singing the Body Electric: The Human Voice and Sound Technology to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from
your list.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or



picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Singing the Body Electric: The Human Voice and Sound
Technology can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bradley Ray:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Singing the Body
Electric: The Human Voice and Sound Technology which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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