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Having turned phone sex into the subject of an astonishing national bestseller in
Vox, Baker now outdoes himself with an outrageously arousing, acrobatically
stylish "X-rated sci-fi fantasy that leaves Vox seeming more like mere fiber-optic
foreplay" (Seattle Times). " Sparkling."--San Francisco Chronicle.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The Fermata is the most risky of Nicholson Baker's emotional histories. His narrator, Arno Strine, isa 35-
year-old office temp who iswriting his autobiography. "It's harder than | thought!" he admits. His "Fold-
powers' are easier; he can stop the world and use it as his own pleasure ground. Arno uses this gift not for
evil or material gain (he would feel guilty about stealing), though he does undress a good number of women
and momentarily place them in compromising positions--always, in his view, with respect and love. Anyone
who can stop time and refer in self-delight to his"chronanisms" can't be all bad! Like Baker's other books,
The Fermata gains little from synopsis. The pleasure is literally in the text. What's memorable is less the sex
and the sex toys (including the "Monasticon," in the shape of amonk holding a vibrating manuscript) than
Arno's wistful recollections of intimacy: the noise, for instance, of his ex-girlfriend's nail clipper, "which |
listened to in bed as some listen to real birdsong."

From Publishers Weekly

Baker'singenious fifth novel, about a 35-year-old temp worker who stops time to act out elaborate sexual
fantasies, was a PW bestsdller.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

What would you do, Arno Stein asks, if you had "a pause button that stopped life rather than VCR tapes?”
The 35-year-old Bostonian moves about freely, frequently inserting "some novelty into the lives of women"
by undressing them, getting them aroused, and then pressing the play button again and watching what
happens. Helped by Will Patton's sensitive narration, this comic novel transports listenersinto that private
world where men's fantasi es about women (in the workplace, in the library, in the classroom) come true.
And, in what amounts to a soft-porn variation on The Secret Life of Walter Mitty , we watch Arno becoming
engulfed in the fantasies to the point where he loses control. Thereis literary value in this recording of
Baker's well-written novel, but that appreciation will depend upon the listener's ability to laugh at the
fantasies Arno creates instead of becoming a voyeur. Recommended for most adult collections.

- Rochelle Ratner, formerly Poetry Editor, " Soho Weekly News," New York

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Melissa Wilcox:

Here thing why this specific The Fermata are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al looking at a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Fermata giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis no
book that similar with The Fermata. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Fermatain e-book can be your choice.



Sheldon Downs;

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Fermatathat give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
are able to pick The Fermata become your own starter.

Todd Voss:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever fedling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Fermata why because the great cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic
asthe outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jean Cunningham:

Beside thiskind of The Fermatain your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Fermata because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
missit? Find this book as well asread it from right now!
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