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After 30 years in print, THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY still offers the freshest,
most eye-opening approach to American government of any text. In this
millennial edition, the authors again present an unrepentant elitist approach to
American democracy, contending that it is the elites, not the masses, that govern
our country.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Thomas R. Dye is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at Florida State University. He received his B.S.
and M.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. He is the
author of numerous books and articles on American government and public policy. Dye has served as
president of the Southern Political Science Association, president of the Policy Studies Organization, and
secretary of the American Political Science Association. He is the recipient of the Harold Laswell Award for
career contributions to the study of public policy and the Donald C. Stone Award for career contributions to
the study of federalism. He received the Outstanding Alumni Award in 2001 from Penn State's College of
Liberal Arts. Dye has taught at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Wisconsin, and the
University of Georgia. He served as visiting scholar at Bar-Elan University, Israel, and the Brookings
Institution, Washington, D.C.

Harmon Zeigler taught at numerous universities, including Florida State University, Emory University, the
University of Georgia, the University of Oregon, State University of New York (Stony Brook), New York
University, and the University of Washington. Abroad, he taught at the University of Oslo, Sydney
University, and Passau University. In addition to THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY: AN UNCOMMON
INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS, he and Thomas R. Dye wrote AMERICAN POLITICS IN
THE MEDIA AGE. His other books include INTEREST GROUPS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY;
GOVERNING AMERICAN SCHOOLS (with Kent Jennings); THE QUEST FOR RESPONSIVE
GOVERNMENT (with Harvey Tucker); THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY, PLURALISM,
CORPORATISM AND CONFUCIANISM; and POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDUSTRIAL
DEMOCRACIES. He received two Fulbright awards and was named a Guggenheim Fellow in 1970.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Russel:

The book The irony of democracy: An uncommon introduction to American politics give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying
a book The irony of democracy: An uncommon introduction to American politics to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The irony of democracy: An
uncommon introduction to American politics. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Dunham:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously



which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The irony of democracy: An uncommon
introduction to American politics as your daily resource information.

Diane Wilson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The irony of democracy: An uncommon introduction to American politics provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Violet Murray:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The irony of democracy: An uncommon
introduction to American politics or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The irony of democracy: An uncommon introduction to American
politics to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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