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Awar d-winning journalist Mohamed Fahmy's widely anticipated account of
hiswrongful incar ceration in Cairo's maximum-security Scor pion Prison for
terroristsand political leaders, and his subsequent battle for justice, opensa
remar kable window onto the closed world of | slamic fundamentalism and
the bloody geopalitical strugglesthat dominate our headlines. An important
book that readslike a political thriller, it isalso a testament to the critical
importance of journalism today; an inspiring love story that made front-
page news, and a profoundly personal drama of one man'sfight for
freedom.

On the night of December 29, 2013, Egyptian security forces, in adramatic
raid on the Marriott Hotel, seized Fahmy (Canadian-Egyptian Bureau Chief for
Al Jazeera English) and two of his colleagues, Peter Greste and Baher Mohamed,
accusing them of fabricating news as members of the outlawed Muslim
Brotherhood. Their trials became a global cause célébre condemned as atravesty.
But Fahmy also never stopped being a journalist: inside Scorpion he found
himself cheek by jowl! with notorious Muslim Brotherhood leaders, Al Qaeda
fighters, and 1SIS sympathizers. Always intrepid, he took advantage of the
situation to "interview" the Brotherhood about their aims, gaining exclusive
insight into the geopolitical feuds between Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE on
one hand and Qatar and its allies, including Turkey on the other—interviews that
led him to sue his former employer, Al Jazeera, from prison. The complex power
brokering of Middle Eastern and Western governments | eft three men trapped in
aweb he describes as "Globa McCarthyism." But at the heart of the book isan
inspiring story of two strong women: Fahmy's wife, Marwa Omara, who used
every means possible to fight for hisrelease, bravely risking her safety; and his
courageous international human-rights lawyer, Amal Clooney, who championed
his battle for freedom.
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Award-winning journalist Mohamed Fahmy'swidely anticipated account of hiswrongful

incarceration in Cairo's maximum-security Scorpion Prison for terroristsand political leaders, and his
subsequent battlefor justice, opensaremarkable window onto the closed world of Islamic
fundamentalism and the bloody geopolitical strugglesthat dominate our headlines. An important book
that readslike a political thriller, it isalso a testament to the critical importance of journalism today;
an inspiring love story that made front-page news,; and a profoundly personal drama of one man's
fight for freedom.

On the night of December 29, 2013, Egyptian security forces, in adramatic raid on the Marriott Hotel,
seized Fahmy (Canadian-Egyptian Bureau Chief for Al Jazeera English) and two of his colleagues, Peter
Greste and Baher Mohamed, accusing them of fabricating news as members of the outlawed Muslim
Brotherhood. Their trials became a global cause célébre condemned as a travesty. But Fahmy also never
stopped being ajournalist: inside Scorpion he found himself cheek by jowl with notorious Muslim
Brotherhood leaders, Al Qaeda fighters, and 1SI'S sympathizers. Always intrepid, he took advantage of the
situation to "interview" the Brotherhood about their aims, gaining exclusive insight into the geopolitical
feuds between Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE on one hand and Qatar and its allies, including Turkey on
the other—interviews that led him to sue his former employer, Al Jazeera, from prison. The complex power
brokering of Middle Eastern and Western governments left three men trapped in aweb he describes as
"Global McCarthyism." But at the heart of the book is an inspiring story of two strong women: Fahmy's
wife, Marwa Omara, who used every means possible to fight for hisrelease, bravely risking her safety; and
his courageous international human-rights lawyer, Amal Clooney, who championed his battle for freedom.
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Editorial Review

Review
Finalist for the 2017 Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize (BC Book Awar ds)

“Thestory . . . isstomach-turning in places. The writing is masterful.” —Diplomat & I nternational Canada

“The Marriott Cell isagripping, fast-paced read, as one would expect from a story about ajournalist in
Egypt who suddenly finds himself terrifyingly and wrongfully incarcerated in a notorious prison next to the
very people about whom he had been reporting. But it’sworth pausing to recognize how masterful
storytelling can add momentum to an alr eady engrossing narr ative. Award-winning Egyptian Canadian
journalist Mohamed Fahmy, with the help of Carol Shaben, nails the art of pacing. The team’s ability to
maintain momentum isa rarity among books written by jour nalists about their experience reporting
on—even being caught up in—moments of intense conflict. Too often, such books are engaging and
interesting, but squander their momentum by devoting giant chunks of text to providing background detail
without any sustaining narrative. Not The Marriott Cell. . . . [Clompélling.” —J-Source

“[A] frightening account of his years of imprisonment, which should be afootnote in future history books on
thejihadi struggle in the Middle East.” —The | ndependent

“[A] compelling and sensational account of [Fahmy’ s] imprisonment and his fight for freedom.” —The Hill
Times

“Urgent, wise, readable, and at times very moving, the authors have successfully rebooted what has
quickly become a stale Canadian mini-genre. . . . Fahmy was a reporter long before he was a prisoner and
he' d experienced the worst of the recent Middle Eastern conflagrations and their subsequent fallout. He thus
knows that his story is the wire frame for a much larger encounter: This book is about the great, bloody
unwinding of his homeland. . . . Apart from functioning as a stirring memoir and a deeply per sonal
meditation on the natur e of conjoined identities (every immigrant’s bane), Fahmy’s and Shaben’ s book
also functions as one of the more concise history of the Egyptian revolution I’ ve yet read. Having reported
his way so deeply through the events leading up to his arrest, there' s very little Fahmy didn’t experience
first-hand, and few of the major (and, more interestingly, minor) players he didn’t encounter. The writing is
lucid, and his reportorial nous never flags, even when terrible things are happening.” —Richard Poplak,
author of Braking Bad, The Globe and Mail

“Mohamed Fahmy has just published a remarkable memoir, The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from
Cairo’'s Scorpion Prison to Freedom. It'sa gripping, compelling and insightful book . . . that takes us
behind the headlines into what it was really like for Mr. Fahmy and those around him.” —Joseph Planta,
founding editor of thecommentary.ca (interview)

PRAISE FOR MOHAMED FAHMY::

“Mohamed Fahmy isajournalist’ sjournalist.” —Ben Makuch, host of Cyberwar, VICE Canada

“In 2011, as Hosni Mubarak’ s government was being ousted in Egypt, [Fahmy] was hired by CNN and won



accolades for his fearless and tenacious work.” —Gloria Galloway, The Globe and Mail

“Mohamed Fahmy is an extraordinary professional, a dedicated journalist, very passionate and a strong-
willed character.” —Al Jazeera (interview)

“1 met Mohamed Fahmy in Baghdad in 2003, as both of us were beginning our careers as journalists.
Immediately, | admired his bravery and ability to get to the bottom of stories, even in a place as dangerous
and opaque as Irag. His energy was boundless and infectious, and we kept in touch over the years and
occasionally crossed paths in our work and travels. . . . All journalists want their work to mean something,
but few of us manage to achieve it. Mo could inspire envy with his ability to do amazing work in some of the
toughest places; | considered myself lucky to be his friend, and even luckier to finally become his colleague
when he was hired by Al Jazeera.” —David Enders, Canadian Journalists for Free Expression

About the Author

MOHAMED FAHMY, adua Canadian-Egyptian citizen livesin Vancouver and works as an adjunct
professor at UBC. He has reported on the Middle East and North Africafor CNN, the LA Times, and BBC.
In 2011 he and his CNN associates were honored with a Peabody Award for the network's coverage of the
Arab Spring; he also co-authored the photo documentary Egyptian Freedom Story. In 2012 he won The Tom
Renner Investigative Reporting Award for producing the CNN Freedom Project documentary series Death in
the Desert, which exposed the trafficking of Sub-Sahara Africansto Israel through Sinai-Egypt. He was
appointed Al Jazeera English Bureau Chief in 2013. He is the recipient of the Canadian Committee for
World Press Freedom Award from UNESCO. He and his wife, Marwa Omara, founded the Fahmy
Foundation NGO in 2015, dedicated to providing financial assistance and advocating on behalf of
imprisoned journalists and photographers around the world.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Leigh Weimer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from Cairo's Scorpion Prison to
Freedom. Try to stumble through book The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from Cairo's Scorpion Prison to
Freedom as your pal. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Christopher Patter son:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from
Cairo's Scorpion Prison to Freedom will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?



William Perrotta:

This The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from Cairo's Scorpion Prison to Freedom is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also haveto
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from Cairo's Scorpion Prison to Freedom
in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Richard Russdll:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
guicker to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirementsis The Marriott Cell: An Epic Journey from Cairo's Scorpion Prison to
Freedom this guide consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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