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A fresh, authoritative interpretation of Russian politics by a leading authority,
this textbook focuses on political developments in the world's largest country
under Putin and Medvedev. Using Russian language sources, it covers economic,
social and foreign policy, and the 'system' of politics that has developed in recent
years. Opposing arguments are presented and students are encouraged to reach
their own judgements on key events and issues such as privatisation and
corruption. This textbook tackles timely topics such as gender and inequality
issues; organised religion; krizis; and Russia's place in the international
community. It uses numerous examples to place this powerful and richly-
endowed country in context, with a focus on the place of ordinary people which
shows how policy is translated to Russians' everyday lives.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Stephen White's thoroughly researched, well crafted, and parsimonious text is the best single overview I
have encountered of the politics of contemporary Russia. It shows how Russia's post-communist system has
stabilized, largely in an authoritarian mold, without yet being frozen in that mold.'
- Timothy J. Colton, Chair of the Department of Government, Harvard University

'In this outstanding contribution, Stephen White presents a masterly analysis of contemporary Russian
politics. Based on a close reading of the Russian press as well as by a lifetime devoted to the study of the
country, White provides a dispassionate account of the controversial leaderships of Gorbachev, Yeltsin and
Putin, allowing us to see their rule in the broader context of the forces shaping Russian politics. This is an
outstanding account that is essential reading for students and anyone interested in contemporary Russia.'
- Richard Sakwa, Professor of Russian and European Politics, University of Kent

'Well-informed, well-written, and copiously documented, Stephen White's latest book is an impressive (and
disturbing) portrayal of politics and society in post-Soviet Russia'
- Archie Brown, Emeritus Professor of Politics at Oxford University and author of The Rise and Fall of
Communism.

"Stephen White has long been one of the leading experts on the former Soviet Union and contemporary
Russia, and here he has distilled much of his vast knowledge into a single volume that provides what is
perhaps the best analysis of Russian politics available today...This is an excellent book that can be strongly
recommended for both the serious student of Russia and the general interested reader." -Peter Shearman,
Webster University Thailand, POLITICAL STUDIES REVIEW

About the Author
Stephen White is James Bryce Professor of Politics at the University of Glasgow and a Senior Associate
Member of its School of Central and East European Studies. He is also Adjunct Professor of European
Studies at the Johns Hopkins University Bologna Center and Visiting Professor at the Institute of Applied
Politics in Moscow. His most recent books include the edited collections Developments in Russian Politics 7
(2010), Media, Culture and Society in Putin's Russia (2008) and Politics and the Ruling Group in Putin's
Russia (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed Understanding Russian Politics? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have various other opinion?



Michael Kenney:

Here thing why this particular Understanding Russian Politics are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Understanding Russian Politics giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Understanding Russian
Politics. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Understanding Russian Politics in e-book can be your substitute.

Willie Briggs:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Understanding Russian Politics book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Understanding Russian Politics
content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Understanding Russian Politics is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

John Davis:

The experience that you get from Understanding Russian Politics may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Understanding Russian Politics giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Understanding Russian Politics instantly.
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