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In early Victorian England there was intense interest in understanding the early
Church as an inspiration for contemporary sanctity. Thiswas manifested in a
surge in archaeological inquiry and also in the construction of new churches
using medieval models. Some Anglicans began to use a much more complicated
form of ritual involving vestments, candles, and incense. This"Anglo-Catholic"
movement was vehemently opposed by evangelicals and dissenters, who saw this
as the vanguard of full-blown "popery." The disputed buildings, objects, and art
works were regarded by one side as idolatrous and by the other as sacred and
beautiful expressions of devotion. Dominic Janes seeks to understand the fierce
passions that were unleashed by the contended practices and artifacts - passions
that found expression in litigation, in rowdy demonstrations, and even in physical
violence. During this period, Janes observes, the wider culture was preoccupied
with the idea of pollution caused by improper sexuality. The Anglo-Catholics had
formulated a spiritual ethic that linked goodness and beauty. Their opponents saw
this visual worship as dangerously sensual. In effect, this sacred material culture
was seen as a sexual fetish. The origins of this understanding, Janes shows, lay in
radical circles, often in the context of the production of anti-Catholic
pornography which titillated with the contemplation of images of licentious
priests, nuns, and monks.
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In early Victorian England there was intense interest in understanding the early Church as an inspiration for
contemporary sanctity. Thiswas manifested in a surge in archaeological inquiry and also in the construction
of new churches using medieval models. Some Anglicans began to use a much more complicated form of
ritual involving vestments, candles, and incense. This "Anglo-Catholic" movement was vehemently opposed
by evangelicals and dissenters, who saw this as the vanguard of full-blown "popery." The disputed buildings,
objects, and art works were regarded by one side as idolatrous and by the other as sacred and beautiful
expressions of devotion. Dominic Janes seeks to understand the fierce passions that were unleashed by the
contended practices and artifacts - passions that found expression in litigation, in rowdy demonstrations, and
even in physical violence. During this period, Janes observes, the wider culture was preoccupied with the
idea of pollution caused by improper sexuality. The Anglo-Catholics had formulated a spiritual ethic that
linked goodness and beauty. Their opponents saw this visual worship as dangerously sensual. In effect, this
sacred material culture was seen as a sexual fetish. The origins of this understanding, Janes shows, lay in
radical circles, often in the context of the production of anti-Catholic pornography which titillated with the
contemplation of images of licentious priests, nuns, and monks.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[a] fine study. . . Janes approach islively and original. . . Victorian Reformation is a stimulating volume
that is likely to become an important point of reference in future discussions of Victorian religion and
cultural history'.--Britain and the World

"This engagingly written and handsomely produced volume. . . corruscates with ideas. . . thoughful, thought
provoking, informative. . . convincing, and a welcome addition to the literature on Victorian religious
controversy."--Journal of British Studies

"interesting and stimulating study"--Contemporary Review

"The ambition of Janes's book isto be applauded. . . Janes's theses are bold and provocative and will be of
interest to all specialists in nineteenth-century English Christian history. The case study of 1850s
Knightsbridge, where the fight over idolatry resulted in riots, legal actions and political maneuvering, is the
highlight of avery interesting book."-- Religious Studies Review

"Janes's discussion of the financial aspect isasignificant contribution to Victorian religious history. . . |
found both the central argument and the individual points compelling."--Carol Engelhardt Herringer,
Victorian Sudies

"'"The thesisis abracing and provocative one which is especially pioneering in its exploration of religious
attitudes to India a ongside those to Rome, and in making strong links between the history of religion and the
history of sexuality... it valuably enriches our understanding of a complex phenomenon.”-- English

Historical Review

"Dominic Janes's work takes Anglo-Catholicism out of a'quaint’ historical backwater and brilliantly shows
how the Victorian Cathalic revival and the protestant anxieties over ritual and 'idolatry’ relate to important
broader material cultural dynamics, then and today."

-- Gary Waller, Professor of Literature and Cultural Studies, Purchase College, SUNY

"Janes deserves great credit both for the deft skill with which he blends traditional empirical historiography



and newer literary perspectives, and for revealing so many important tracts and pamphlets that bear on the
themes he addresses. It is rare to find an author in this field who assembles individual case studies with
sustained scholarly rigour while never losing sight of the larger theoretical debates, and also seizing every
opportunity for evocative vignettes of Victorian Anglicanism. The writing in thisvolume, just asin his
earlier distinguished writings on the history of material culture in Late Antiquity, is consistently elegant, and
at times deliciousdly witty too."

-- T.J. Hochstrasser, Professor of International History, LSE

"ldolatry is a subject of major historical importance - how refreshing to find alively exploration of its
Victorian manifestations in Dominic Janes's innovative volume. His integration of visual and material culture
into our understanding of nineteenth-century Anglicanism deserves awarm welcome. Thisisagripping story
of contested meanings and practices. It concerns arecent Reformation that is of compelling interest in the
twenty-first century."

-- Ludmilla Jordanova, Professor of Modern History, King's College London

"This book provides awealth of detail and cultural background that hel ps make things more comprehensible.
Recommended for academic libraries supporting graduate level coursework in English or Church history."
--Catholic Library World

About the Author

Dominic Janesisacultura historian. He has worked at Cambridge, Lancaster, and London universities. He
has written God and Gold in Late Antiquity, Romans and Christians, and edited Back to the Future of the
Body, and Shopping for Jesus: Faith in Marketing in the USA

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tracie Wright:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of fedling bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do
this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this Victorian Reformation: The Fight Over Idolatry in the Church of England,
1840-1860 (Religion, Culture,and History Series) to read.

David Ashworth:

The reason? Because this Victorian Reformation: The Fight Over Idolatry in the Church of England, 1840-



1860 (Religion, Culture,and History Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So, it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of advantages than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If | were you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Gregory Richards:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important
for you. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Victorian Reformation: The Fight Over Idolatry in the Church of
England, 1840-1860 (Religion, Culture,and History Series) can make you sense more interested to read.

Ledlie Bergeron:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring usto around the
world. By book Victorian Reformation: The Fight Over Idolatry in the Church of England, 1840-1860
(Religion, Culture,and History Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Victorian Reformation: The Fight Over Idolatry in
the Church of England, 1840-1860 (Religion, Culture,and History Series). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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