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This anthology of the work of Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677) presents the text
of Spinoza's masterwork, the Ethics, in what is now the standard translation by
Edwin Curley. Also included are selections from other works by Spinoza, chosen
by Curley to make the Ethics easier to understand, and a substantial introduction
that gives an overview of Spinoza's life and the main themes of his philosophy.
Perfect for course use, the Spinoza Reader is a practical tool with which to
approach one of the world's greatest but most difficult thinkers, a passionate
seeker of the truth who has been viewed by some as an atheist and by others as a
religious mystic.

The anthology begins with the opening section of the Treatise on the Emendation
of the Intellect, which has always moved readers by its description of the young
Spinoza's spiritual quest, his dissatisfaction with the things people ordinarily
strive for--wealth, honor, and sensual pleasure--and his hope that the pursuit of
knowledge would lead him to discover the true good. The emphasis throughout
these selections is on metaphysical, epistemological, and religious issues: the
existence and nature of God, his relation to the world, the nature of the human
mind and its relation to the body, and the theory of demonstration, axioms, and
definitions. For each of these topics, the editor supplements the rigorous
discussions in the Ethics with informal treatments from Spinoza's other works.
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This anthology of the work of Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677) presents the text of Spinoza's masterwork, the
Ethics, in what is now the standard translation by Edwin Curley. Also included are selections from other
works by Spinoza, chosen by Curley to make the Ethics easier to understand, and a substantial introduction
that gives an overview of Spinoza's life and the main themes of his philosophy. Perfect for course use, the
Spinoza Reader is a practical tool with which to approach one of the world's greatest but most difficult
thinkers, a passionate seeker of the truth who has been viewed by some as an atheist and by others as a
religious mystic.

The anthology begins with the opening section of the Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect, which has
always moved readers by its description of the young Spinoza's spiritual quest, his dissatisfaction with the
things people ordinarily strive for--wealth, honor, and sensual pleasure--and his hope that the pursuit of
knowledge would lead him to discover the true good. The emphasis throughout these selections is on
metaphysical, epistemological, and religious issues: the existence and nature of God, his relation to the
world, the nature of the human mind and its relation to the body, and the theory of demonstration, axioms,
and definitions. For each of these topics, the editor supplements the rigorous discussions in the Ethics with
informal treatments from Spinoza's other works.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

From the Back Cover
This anthology of the work of Benedict de Spinoza (1632-1677) presents the text of Spinoza's masterwork,
the 'Ethics, ' in what is now the standard translation by Edwin Curley.

About the Author
Edwin Curley, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Illinois at Chicago, is the author of Behind the
Geometrical Method: A Reading of Spinoza's "Ethics" (Princeton) and editor and translator of Princeton's
edition of the works of Spinoza.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keith Abell:

The book A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and Other Works can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and
Other Works? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Spinoza Reader:
The Ethics and Other Works has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Johnson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and Other Works
has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and Other Works is not only giving
you more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and
Other Works. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jamie Leal:

Typically the book A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and Other Works has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous



author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Louis Chavez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Spinoza Reader: The Ethics and Other Works why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.
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