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'Community' is one of those words that feels good: it is good 'to have a
community', 'to be in a community'. And 'community' feels good because of the
meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising pleasures, and more
often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem
to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace
at which we warm our hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of
dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community, we can relax and feel safe.
'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise
lost - but for a paradise which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for
the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community.
Community promises security but seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to
be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious and coveted values
which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The
tension between security and freedom, and between community and
individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved. We cannot escape the dilemma but
we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to avoid
repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities
and dangers and, in his distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed
reappraisal of a concept that has become central to current debates about the
nature and future of our societies.
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And 'community' feels good because of the meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising
pleasures, and more often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace at which we warm our
hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community,
we can relax and feel safe. 'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise lost - but for a paradise
which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community. Community promises security but
seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious
and coveted values which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The tension
between security and freedom, and between community and individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved.
We cannot escape the dilemma but we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to
avoid repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities and dangers and, in his
distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed reappraisal of a concept that has become central to
current debates about the nature and future of our societies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"These books mark an important advance in Bauman's project. He seems to be trying to bring the
intellectuals back into the game, twitting them for their passivity. Bauman wants social critics to take a more
active role, taking a lead by showing how the relationships between individuals and society and between the
private and public spheres may be rearticulated and the spirit of the agora restored to social and political
life."

British Journal of Sociology

"This book is an example of what social thought can be when it is carried out in terms of the highest of
qualities. As such, it demands to be read for two reasons; first, because of the fascinating and new light it
casts on otherwise well-worn debates and second, as a call to arms."

Contemporary Sociology

"Bauman's argument is convincing and well substantiated. This book forms an interesting and stimulating
starting point for anyone wishing to dig deeper into this field".

Gary Pattison, University of Southampton. Network

From the Back Cover
'Community' is one of those words that feels good: it is good 'to have a community', 'to be in a community'.
And 'community' feels good because of the meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising
pleasures, and more often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace at which we warm our
hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community,
we can relax and feel safe. 'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise lost - but for a paradise
which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community. Community promises security but
seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious
and coveted values which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The tension
between security and freedom, and between community and individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved.
We cannot escape the dilemma but we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to
avoid repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities and dangers and, in his
distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed reappraisal of a concept that has become central to
current debates about the nature and future of our societies.



About the Author
Zygmunt Bauman is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the Universities of Leeds and Warsaw.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy McKinney:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Community: Seeking
Safety in an Insecure World is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joyce Johnson:

This book untitled Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Sara Love:

Exactly why? Because this Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Richard Hund:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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