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In this new study, Farrelly gives a critical examination of democracy as it is
conceived and practiced in contemporary advanced liberal nations.  The received
wisdom on democracy is probelmatized through a close analysis of discourse in
combination with critical theories of democracy and of the State. The central
theme of the book is the paradox of pervasive reference to democracy as a
legitimation of political action by liberal governments versus the converse
weakening of actual democratic practice within the liberal world. Farrelly builds
on the work of Fairclough and others to examine this paradox, developing a new
critical concept of "democratism" as an ideology that undermines the possibility
of a more genuine democracy through political actors who oversimplify the idea
of democracy. The book includes critical analyses of key political texts taken
from presidential and prime ministerial speeches from the US and UK that attach
democracy to non-democratic practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

'...this book makes an important theoretical contribution to the fields of CDA and critical theories.
Although discussions on democratic expressions can be widely found in previous CDA studies, this
book presents a more systematic overview and a stronger theoretical orientation. For interested
readers, Chapters Two and Six are highly recommended since both go beyond empirical observations
and engage with the concept of democracy in synthesized and theoretical manners, shining a spotlight
on topics that have so far received less attention and adding valuable elements to the existing
literature.' - Sibo Chen, Simon Fraser University, The LINGUIST List

“In a context of democratic turmoil in Western states, this book offers a timely and thought-provoking
contribution to debates about democracy. Through the concept of Democratism, Farrelly shows us
how the very language of democracy acts as an impediment to democratic action.” - Jane Mulderrig,
School of English, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK

About the Author
Michael Farrelly is Lecturer in English Language at the University of Hull, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the Language of
Government (Routledge Critical Studies in Discourse) as your daily resource information.

Brian Roberts:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the Language of Government (Routledge Critical Studies in
Discourse) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the Language of Government (Routledge Critical
Studies in Discourse)is the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of



the world within this book.

Bessie Barrett:

Beside this specific Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the Language of Government (Routledge
Critical Studies in Discourse) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Discourse and
Democracy: Critical Analysis of the Language of Government (Routledge Critical Studies in Discourse)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do
not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Margie Rodriguez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the
Language of Government (Routledge Critical Studies in Discourse) can give you a lot of pals because by you
taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Discourse and Democracy: Critical Analysis of the
Language of Government (Routledge Critical Studies in Discourse).
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