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With thisinfluential book of essays, Jonathan Z. Smith has pointed the academic
study of religion in anew theoretical direction, one neither theological nor
willfully ideological.

Making use of examples as apparently diverse and exotic as the Maori cultsin
nineteenth-century New Zealand and the events of Jonestown, Smith shows that
religion must be construed as conventional, anthropological, historical, and as an
exercise of imagination. In his analyses, religion emerges as the product of
historically and geographically situated human ingenuity, cognition, and
curiosity—simply put, as the result of human labor, one of the decisive but
wholly ordinary ways human beings create the worldsin which they live and
make sense of them.

"These seven essays. . . display the critical intelligence, creativity, and sheer
common sense that make Smith one of the most methodol ogically sophisticated
and suggestive historians of religion writing today. . . . Smith scrutinizes the
fundamental problems of taxonomy and comparison in religious studies,
suggestively redescribes such basic categories as canon and ritual, and shows
how frequently studied myths may more likely reflect situational incongruities
than vaunted mimetic congruities. Hisfinal essay, on Jonestown, demonstrates
the interpretive power of the historian of religion to render intelligible that in our
own day which seems most bizarre."—Richard S. Sarason, Religious Studies
Review
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With thisinfluential book of essays, Jonathan Z. Smith has pointed the academic study of religion in a new
theoretical direction, one neither theological nor willfully ideological.

Making use of examples as apparently diverse and exotic as the Maori cults in nineteenth-century New
Zealand and the events of Jonestown, Smith shows that religion must be construed as conventional,
anthropological, historical, and as an exercise of imagination. In his analyses, religion emerges as the product
of historically and geographically situated human ingenuity, cognition, and curiosity—simply put, asthe
result of human labor, one of the decisive but wholly ordinary ways human beings create the worlds in which
they live and make sense of them.

"These seven essays. . . display the critical intelligence, creativity, and sheer common sense that make Smith
one of the most methodol ogically sophisticated and suggestive historians of religion writing today. . . . Smith
scrutinizes the fundamental problems of taxonomy and comparison in religious studies, suggestively
redescribes such basic categories as canon and ritual, and shows how frequently studied myths may more
likely reflect situational incongruities than vaunted mimetic congruities. Hisfinal essay, on Jonestown,
demonstrates the interpretive power of the historian of religion to render intelligible that in our own day
which seems most bizarre."—Richard S. Sarason, Religious Studies Review
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Jonathan Z. Smith is the Robert O. Anderson Distinguished Service Professor of the Humanities at the
University of Chicago where heis also amember of the Committee on the History of Culture. Among his
numerous books are To Take Place, Drudgery Divine, and Map Is Note Territory, al published by the
University of Chicago Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wallace L ong:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago
Studiesin the History of Judaism).

Dustin Davis:

The fedling that you get from Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studiesin the
History of Judaism) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Imagining
Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Imagining Religion: From Babylon to
Jonestown (Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) instantly.

Ann Birdsdll:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown
(Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offersyou feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading



which.

Jackie Thompson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. Itis
referred to as of book Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studiesin the History of
Judaism). Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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