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Essaystracing theintellectual life of a quintessential New York City writer
and thinker

Marshall Berman was one of the great urbanists and Marxist cultural critics of

the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and his brilliant, nearly sui generis book
All That Is Solid Melts Into Air is a masterpiece of the literature on modernism.
But like many New Y ork intellectuals, the essay was his characteristic form,
accommodating his multifarious interests and expressing his protean, searching
exuberant mind. This collection includes early essays from and on the radical
'60s, on New Y ork City, on literary figures from Kafka to Pamuk, and late essays
on rock, hip hop, and gentrification. Concluding with his last essay, compl eted
just before his death in 2013, this book is Berman’ sintellectual autobiography,
tracing his career as athinker through the way he read the “signs in the street.””
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Editorial Review

Review

“Marshall Berman was our Manhattan Socrates. not the arch dialectician but the philosopher in and of the
street, not the aggressive asker of questions but the ambler in the boulevard, the man who seeks wisdom in
the agora, in the conversation of Times Square, the walker in the city, the man who died among friends.”
—Corey Robin, author of The Reactionary Mind

“Marshall resurrected the old medieval maxim Stadtluft macht frei: the air of the city makes us free. He
found that freedom everywhere in the busy streets of Manhattan: in the clubs and cafes of Greenwich
Village; in the gaudy lights of Times Square; in the Bronx where he grew up, which died and was reborn; in
the graffiti scrawled on New Y ork’s subway cars; and in the music of the city, from jazz to Broadway to
rap.”

—Michael Walzer, Editor Emeritus of Dissent

“The departed bard of modernism ... He believed dialogue to be an urgent need in modern times because our
subjectivity and inwardness have intensified, a state he called both richer and more lonely.”
—Brooke Gladstone, cohost of NPR’s On the Media

“Captures both the violent dislocation wrought by political changes and the artistic outputs born out of
suffering. Berman’s essays make the reader experience historical change as he did—as something urgent,
frightening, but aso wondrous. With that feeling comes a faint but undeniable hint of possibility.”
—Max Holleran, New Republic

“A wonderful collection of Marshall’s‘life and timesin essays,” atreasure trove of five decades' living and
writing for the city, lovingly consecrated by Dissent and Nation editor David Marcus, al done with the
blessing of Marshall’ swidow, Shellie. At last those books-in-progress have been consummated as an organic
whole; the incompl ete has been posthumously assembled in One Bright Book of Marshall’s Life ...
Modernism in the Streets makes Marshall whole again, keeps him living, and gives us anew beginning, a
genesis.”

—Andy Merrifield, Jacobin

“For Marshall, the bad things are always there. The contradictions are always there. The nub of hisgeniusis
how he breaks on through to the synthesis at the end of the tunnel.”
—Robert Christgau, author of Going Into the City

“There are other writers asintelligent as Marshall Berman, and as able to draw together disparate e ements of
cultura history into a dazzling new picture, but they seldom sustain the same sense of compassi onate warmth
toward those who make history.”

—Rebecca Salnit, author of Nonstop Metropolis

“Modernismin the Streets is a comprehensive testament to singular style with which Berman espoused, with
equal urgency and earnestness, the tragedies and triumphs of modernity, and its continuing impact on the
ways we navigate urban space.”

—Tyler Curtis, The CultureTrip



“It is the broadness and scale of Berman’s vision of modernity that is the power of this collection.”
—Benjamin Balthaser, Jacobin

About the Author

Marshall Berman was Distinguished Professor of Political Science at City College of New York and CCNY
Graduate Center, where he taught Political Theory and Urban Studies and is the author of The Politics of
Authenticity, All That Is Solid Meltsinto Air, and On the Town.

David Mar cusis co-editor of Dissent and teaches in the Contemporary Civilization Program at Columbia
University, where heis also a PhD candidate. He frequently contributes essays on literature and politics to
The New Republic, n+1, Bookforum, and Le Monde.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clyde Welch:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people redly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying
abook? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Modernism in the Streets: A Lifeand Timesin Essays.

Stacey Ryan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Modernism in the
Streets: A Lifeand Timesin Essaysis kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Clark Palumbo:

The book untitled Modernism in the Streets: A Life and Times in Essays is the reserve that recommended to
you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also could possibly get the e-book of Modernism in the Streets: A Life and Times in Essays from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.



Hattie Godfrey:

Beside thiskind of Modernism in the Streets: A Life and Timesin Essaysin your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis
fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Modernism in the Streets: A Life and Times in Essays because this book offers for your
requirements readabl e information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be gquestionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
read it from right now!
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