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“With remarkable literary skill, Peter Silver . . . provokes hard thinking
about the basic themes of our history.”?Sean Wilentz, The Rise of American
Democracy

Relying on meticulous original archival research, historian Peter Silver uncovers
a fearful and vibrant early America in which Lutherans and Presbyterians,
Quakers, Catholics and Covenanters, Irish, German, French, and Welsh all
sought to lay claim to a daunting countryside. Such groups had rarely
intermingled in Europe, and the divisions between them only grew?until, with the
arrival of the Seven Years’ War, thousands of country people were forced to flee
from Indian attack.Silver reveals in vivid and often chilling detail how easily a
rhetoric of fear can incite entire populations to violence. He shows how it was
only through the shared experience of fearing and hating Indians that these
Europeans, once irreconcilable, were finally united under the ideal of religious
and ethnic tolerance that has since defined the best in American life.13
illustrations; 2 maps
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The mid-Atlantic colonies of 18th-century America were home to a remarkable diversity of
immigrants—Germans, Quakers, Moravians, Englishmen and French, among others. In this exhaustively
researched and elegantly written study, Princeton historian Silver asks how all the Europeans lived side by
side. The answer, Silver says, is that they were solidified into a single people during the Seven Years' War in
the 1750s by the fear of Indian attack. The motley Europeans morphed into white people, defined in
opposition to Indians. (An intriguing appendix reveals that colonial newspapers tended to use the adjective
white to describe people principally during bouts of Indian war.) But not everyone with pale skin became
part of this new people—the most fascinating sections of the book explore why some European settlers, such
as Quakers (who were accused of betraying white people's interests), were excluded from the collective.
Silver also shows how fears of Indian menace were taken up during the Revolution: patriots shored up a
distinctive American identity and claimed that the British were engaging in Indian-like atrocities, such as
scalping and cannibalism. Silver's study will change the way scholars think about whiteness and will reshape
our understanding of how 13 distinct colonies were knit together into one nation. 13 illus., 2 maps. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Penetrates searchingly into a dark chapter of Colonial history.”
- Boston Globe

About the Author
Peter Silver is an assistant professor of history at Princeton University. He lives in Princeton, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Piercy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Our Savage
Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Agnes Shivers:

The book Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for



that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Our Savage Neighbors:
How Indian War Transformed Early America has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Teresa Brown:

This Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early
America without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America can
bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early
America having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Kyra Franson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Our Savage Neighbors: How Indian War Transformed Early America
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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