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This all new work by accomplished military historian Alexandre Binda, former
paymaster to the Grey’s Scouts, tables the remarkable story of Rhodesia’s
mounted infantry, the Grey’s Scouts. Working closely with the last commanding
officer, squadron commanders and a whole host of regimental personalities, all of
whom have given The Equus Men their unequivocal support Binda has enjoyed
unparalleled access to thousands of pages of archival documents and many
hundreds of previously unpublished photographs. Here, he has traced the Grey’s
from their early origins in the Matabele Rebellion of 1896, where an
‘unassuming Englishman, the Honorable George Grey’, found himself
originating a body of horseman named the ‘Bulawayo Field Force’, through to
the formation of the Animal Transport Unit (ATU) which went on to become the
Mounted Infantry Unit (MIU).

With the skill of a practiced narrator, Binda takes the reader through these early
days to the establishment of the Grey’s Scouts in the Rhodesian Army order of
battle in 1976. Deployed to great effect during the bitter Rhodesian Bush War of
the late 1960s – 1970s, the mounted operations conducted by the Grey’s are
succinctly and clearly detailed. Some of the contacts related make for astonishing
reads and with the lively, vibrant, text one can almost feel the steaming sweat of
rider and mount; sense the pounding adrenaline; hear the thundering hooves as a
fearful enemy is pursued to battle’s inevitable conclusion.

Suffice to say, "The Equus Men" makes for an engaging read. Trained and
utilized as mounted infantry as opposed to cavalry, the Grey’s Scouts saw
exceptional success in the field. Lightly equipped, they were able to cover great
distances at speed, live off the veldt with minimal support and through ‘shock
action’, quickly engage and destroy insurgent forces. Originally a regular
formation, the Grey’s Scouts were augmented by Territorial and National Service
soldiers as the conflict progressed and by 1980, when hostilities ceased, the
Regiment numbered some 600 soldiers, both men and women, black and white.

With its informative text and rich profusion of photographs, "The Equus Men" is
a stunning tribute to the equestrian and fighting prowess of the Grey’s Scouts. It
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is a remarkable story and one that is ever more relevant, given recent mounted
and pack horse operations conducted by British and US special forces in
Afghanistan.
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This all new work by accomplished military historian Alexandre Binda, former paymaster to the Grey’s
Scouts, tables the remarkable story of Rhodesia’s mounted infantry, the Grey’s Scouts. Working closely with
the last commanding officer, squadron commanders and a whole host of regimental personalities, all of
whom have given The Equus Men their unequivocal support Binda has enjoyed unparalleled access to
thousands of pages of archival documents and many hundreds of previously unpublished photographs. Here,
he has traced the Grey’s from their early origins in the Matabele Rebellion of 1896, where an ‘unassuming
Englishman, the Honorable George Grey’, found himself originating a body of horseman named the
‘Bulawayo Field Force’, through to the formation of the Animal Transport Unit (ATU) which went on to
become the Mounted Infantry Unit (MIU).

With the skill of a practiced narrator, Binda takes the reader through these early days to the establishment of
the Grey’s Scouts in the Rhodesian Army order of battle in 1976. Deployed to great effect during the bitter
Rhodesian Bush War of the late 1960s – 1970s, the mounted operations conducted by the Grey’s are
succinctly and clearly detailed. Some of the contacts related make for astonishing reads and with the lively,
vibrant, text one can almost feel the steaming sweat of rider and mount; sense the pounding adrenaline; hear
the thundering hooves as a fearful enemy is pursued to battle’s inevitable conclusion.

Suffice to say, "The Equus Men" makes for an engaging read. Trained and utilized as mounted infantry as
opposed to cavalry, the Grey’s Scouts saw exceptional success in the field. Lightly equipped, they were able
to cover great distances at speed, live off the veldt with minimal support and through ‘shock action’, quickly
engage and destroy insurgent forces. Originally a regular formation, the Grey’s Scouts were augmented by
Territorial and National Service soldiers as the conflict progressed and by 1980, when hostilities ceased, the
Regiment numbered some 600 soldiers, both men and women, black and white.

With its informative text and rich profusion of photographs, "The Equus Men" is a stunning tribute to the
equestrian and fighting prowess of the Grey’s Scouts. It is a remarkable story and one that is ever more
relevant, given recent mounted and pack horse operations conducted by British and US special forces in
Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review

Review
“ … For those interested in the counterinsurgency in Rhodesia in the 1960s and 1970s, this book offers
insight into an innovative response to cross-border terrorist incursions.” (Marine Corps Gazette)

“Containing significant detail on individual raids, equipment, logistics and intelligence it is a
goldmine…excellent.” (Miniature Wargames)

About the Author
Alexandre Binda was born in Beira, Mozambique in 1945. He joined the Rhodesian Army in 1965. Although
he had attested into the Pay Corps, he was to get more operational and combat experience than any of his
colleagues. Between 1968 and 1972 he took part in a dozen or so deployments with RLI and SAS combat-
tracker teams in support of the Portuguese Army in the Tete Province of Mozambique, countering Frelimo
and ZANLA guerrilla incursions from the north. During his 15 years in the Rhodesian Army, he did a four-
year tour of duty with the Selous Scouts and was paymaster for the Grey's Scouts and other units such as
POU (Psychological Operations Unit). He was awarded a Military Forces Commendation and was
commissioned in 1979. Alex is a keen student of African military history and has written several articles for
"Lion & Tusk", the magazine of the Rhodesian Army Association. In addition, he has undertaken a number
of significant military history projects including "Masodja - A History of the Rhodesian African Rifles",
"The Saints - A History of the Rhodesian Light Infantry" and most recently, his acclaimed work "The
Rhodesia Regiment - From Boer War to Bush War: 1899-1980. " Married to Jane, Alex now resides in
scenic Northumberland's Cheviot Hills near the Scottish border in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Lemos:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Equus Men:
Rhodesia’s Mounted Infantry: The Grey’s Scouts 1896-1980 book as beginning and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gregorio Leslie:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Equus Men:
Rhodesia’s Mounted Infantry: The Grey’s Scouts 1896-1980 suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Equus Men: Rhodesia’s Mounted Infantry: The
Grey’s Scouts 1896-1980is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you



ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Scott Padilla:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Equus Men: Rhodesia’s Mounted Infantry: The Grey’s Scouts 1896-1980 this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable
all of you.

Charles Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
The Equus Men: Rhodesia’s Mounted Infantry: The Grey’s Scouts 1896-1980 can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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