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It ought to be just a game, but basketball on the playgrounds of Coney Island is
much more than that — for many young men it represents their only hope of
escape from a life of crime, poverty, and despair. In The Last Shot, Darcy Frey
chronicles the aspirations of four of the neighborhood’s most promising players.
What they have going for them is athletic talent, grace, and years of dedication.
But working against them are woefully inadequate schooling, family
circumstances that are often desperate, and the slick, brutal world of college
athletic recruitment. Incisively and compassionately written, The Last Shot
introduces us to unforgettable characters and takes us into their world with an
intimacy seldom seen in contemporary journalism. The result is a startling and
poignant expose of inner-city life and the big business of college basketball.
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It ought to be just a game, but basketball on the playgrounds of Coney Island is much more than that — for
many young men it represents their only hope of escape from a life of crime, poverty, and despair. In The
Last Shot, Darcy Frey chronicles the aspirations of four of the neighborhood’s most promising players. What
they have going for them is athletic talent, grace, and years of dedication. But working against them are
woefully inadequate schooling, family circumstances that are often desperate, and the slick, brutal world of
college athletic recruitment. Incisively and compassionately written, The Last Shot introduces us to
unforgettable characters and takes us into their world with an intimacy seldom seen in contemporary
journalism. The result is a startling and poignant expose of inner-city life and the big business of college
basketball.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Coney Island, Brooklyn, once New York City's playground, is now an archetypal ghetto, filled with high-rise
housing projects and populated almost exclusively by African Americans. High schoolers there attend
Abraham Lincoln High, known all around the East Coast for its outstanding basketball teams, where players
see the sport as their way out of second-class citizenship. In his first book, Frey, a contributing editor at
Harper's and the New York Times Magazine, has composed a sensitive account of a year in the lives of four
exceptional players (three seniors and one freshman), their coach and their families, and he shows that the
game can indeed be a means of escape in spite of their school's poor academic reputation. But the way out is
fraught with difficulties. For instance, Frey offers devastating anecdotes about dishonest college recruiters
and about the NCAA. This excellent book is not only about basketball but about realizing a dream, and its
appeal should be very wide.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
For many adolescents on Coney Island, basketball is their only escape from the urban hell of poverty, crime,
and drugs. The Last Shot chronicles a group of teenagers playing for one of the best teams in New York, the
Abraham Lincoln Secondary School Railsplitters. These young males continually cope with circumstances
beyond their control in a society that has failed miserably to provide a safe environment and, more
importantly, a good education. The author, who won a National Magazine Award for the story upon which
this account is based, also explains how those living in high-risk areas suffered the most when the National
Collegiate Athletic Association raised the standards of acceptable SAT scores for athletes. The young men
whose stories Frey so poignantly captures exist in a world of "mean streets and basketball dreams."
Recommended.
L.R. Little, Penticton P.L., British Columbia
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
James North Chicago Tribune Books Soars toward the basket...a brilliant portrait of what has gone wrong in
our cities, and by extension, in our country. -- Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.



Shawna Vaughn:

The publication with title The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams has a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Bruce Parisien:

The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Last Shot: City Streets,
Basketball Dreams yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Nelson Berg:

You will get this The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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