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One of the most innovative thinkersin the field of Islamic Studies was John
Wansbrough (1928-2002), Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of
London University’s School of Oriental and African Studies. Critiquing the
traditional accounts of the origins of Islam as historically unreliable and heavily
influenced by religious dogma, Wansbrough suggested radically new
interpretations very different from the views of both the Muslim orthodoxy and
most Western scholars.

In The Sectarian Milieu Wansbrough "analyses early 1slamic historiography — or
rather the interpretive myths underlying this historiography — as alate
manifestation of Old Testament * salvation history.”" Continuing themes that he
treated in a previous work, Quranic Studies, Wansbrough argued that the
traditional biographies of Muhammad (Arabic sira and maghazi) are best
understood, not as historical documents that attest to "what really happened,” but
as literary texts written more than one hundred years after the facts and heavily
influenced by Jewish, and to alesser extent Christian, interconfessional polemics.
Thus, Islamic "history" is almost completely a later literary reconstruction, which
evolved out of an environment of competing Jewish and Christian sects. As such,
Wansbrough felt that the most fruitful means of analyzing such texts was literary
analysis. Furthermore, he maintained that it was next to impossible to extract the
kernel of historical truth from works that were created principally to serve later
religious agendas.

Although his work remains controversial to this day, his fresh insights and
approaches to the study of Islam continue to inspire scholars. This new edition
contains a valuable assessment of Wansbrough'’s contributions and many useful
textual notes and trand ations by Gerald Hawting (University of London), plus
the author’s 1986 Albert Einstein Memorial Lecture, "Res Ipsa Loquitur.”
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One of the most innovative thinkersin the field of Islamic Studies was John Wansbrough (1928-2002),
Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of London University’s School of Oriental and African
Studies. Critiquing the traditional accounts of the origins of Islam as historically unreliable and heavily
influenced by religious dogma, Wansbrough suggested radically new interpretations very different from the
views of both the Muslim orthodoxy and most Western scholars.

In The Sectarian Milieu Wansbrough "analyses early Islamic historiography — or rather the interpretive
myths underlying this historiography — as alate manifestation of Old Testament ‘ salvation history.’"
Continuing themes that he treated in a previous work, Quranic Studies, Wansbrough argued that the
traditional biographies of Muhammad (Arabic sira and maghazi) are best understood, not as historical
documents that attest to "what really happened,” but as literary texts written more than one hundred years
after the facts and heavily influenced by Jewish, and to alesser extent Christian, interconfessional polemics.
Thus, Islamic "history"” is almost completely alater literary reconstruction, which evolved out of an
environment of competing Jewish and Christian sects. As such, Wansbrough felt that the most fruitful means
of analyzing such texts was literary analysis. Furthermore, he maintained that it was next to impossible to
extract the kernel of historical truth from works that were created principally to serve later religious agendas.
Although his work remains controversial to this day, his fresh insights and approaches to the study of Islam
continue to inspire scholars. This new edition contains a valuable assessment of Wansbrough's contributions
and many useful textual notes and trandlations by Gerald Hawting (University of London), plus the author’s
1986 Albert Einstein Memorial Lecture, "Res |psa Loquitur."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John Wansbrough (1928-2002) was Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of London University’s
School of Oriental and African Studies. Besides Quranic Studies, he also published The Sectarian Milieu
(1978), Lingua Francain the Mediterranean (1996), and many scholarly articles

Users Review

From reader reviews:
lan Gardner:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic
Salvation History seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend timeto read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Compoasition of Islamic Salvation History. Y ou never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Claudia Weidner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History as the daily resource information.

John Jonas;

The book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic Salvation History will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.



Sandra Bryson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic
Salvation History it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is hot too
expensive but this book offers high quality.
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