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Ostensibly a biography of Meriwether Lewis, the book's centerpiece is the famed
Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803-1806. This section covers well-traveled
ground, but the story is a good one and bears repeating. I emphasize the word
"story" here, for that is what Ambrose supplies, a work of narrative history
calling to mind the greatest adventure fiction. The reader may even recognize a
dash of Melville and Conrad. Ambrose begins by discussing Lewis's upbringing
and training, both of which influenced President Thomas Jefferson's decision to
appoint him leader of the party. Lewis was heir to a plantation neighboring
Jefferson's, and the president recognized the inquisitive habits of mind marking
many of the landed gentry of early Virginia. In the army, Lewis had acquired the
skills necessary to survive on the frontier while stationed at various posts
throughout the Old Northwest. Next came Lewis' preparations for the trip, which
make for fascinating reading. Here the book rivals the early chapters of Moby
Dick in its keen attention to detail, providing an exhaustive catalog of provisions:
clothes, foods, medicines, guns, powder, cookware, whiskey, and trinkets for the
Indians. As he arranged the logistics, Lewis put much thought and effort into
selecting his companions, not least among these his good friend William Clark.
Finally, before departing, Lewis took what amounted to a crash course in
astronomy, zoology, and botany with the leading scientists of the young republic.
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emphasize the word "story" here, for that is what Ambrose supplies, a work of narrative history calling to
mind the greatest adventure fiction. The reader may even recognize a dash of Melville and Conrad. Ambrose
begins by discussing Lewis's upbringing and training, both of which influenced President Thomas Jefferson's
decision to appoint him leader of the party. Lewis was heir to a plantation neighboring Jefferson's, and the
president recognized the inquisitive habits of mind marking many of the landed gentry of early Virginia. In
the army, Lewis had acquired the skills necessary to survive on the frontier while stationed at various posts
throughout the Old Northwest. Next came Lewis' preparations for the trip, which make for fascinating
reading. Here the book rivals the early chapters of Moby Dick in its keen attention to detail, providing an
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Francis Mason:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Undaunted
Courage, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Hubert Drummond:

The actual book Undaunted Courage has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Thomas Towne:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Undaunted Courage this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Maureen Smiley:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Undaunted Courage can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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