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Is Your Occupation Also Your Preoccupation?
 
Let’s face it.  With all the demands of the workplace and all the details of a family it’s only a matter of time
before one bumps into the other.  And many of us end up cheating our families when the commitments of
both collide.  In this practical book, Andy Stanley will help you...
 
• establish priorities and boundaries to protect what you value most.
• learn the difference between saying your family is your priority and actually making them your priority.
• discover tested strategies for easing tensions at home and at work.
 
Watch as this powerful book transforms your life from time-crunching craziness to life-changing success.
 
Includes a four-week discussion guide

Previously released as Choosing to Cheat
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Andy Stanley  
Communicator, author, and pastor, ANDY STANLEY founded Atlanta-based North Point Ministries in
1995. Today, NPM is comprised of six churches in the Atlanta area and a network 30 churches around the
globe collectively serving nearly 70,000 people weekly.
 
As host of Your Move with Andy Stanley, with over five million messages consumed each month through
television and podcasts, and author of more than 20 books, including The New Rules for Love, Sex & Dating,
Ask It, How to Be Rich, Deep & Wide, Visioneering, and Next Generation Leader, he is considered one of the
most-influential pastors in America.
 
Andy and his wife, Sandra, have three grown children and live near Atlanta.

From the Hardcover edition.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Joel Manby entered the work force with all the subtlety of a meteor entering the earth’s atmosphere. With an
MBA from Harvard and tremendous leadership instincts, he was destined, it seemed, to move from one
accomplishment to the next.

Growing up, Joel had watched his father work sunup to sundown plowing fields, mowing lawns, and
working in a factory. But somehow the family never seemed to get ahead. With the opportunities Joel had
been given to make a better life, he felt a responsibility before God to be a good steward of those prospects.
In essence, he felt called by God to achieve his maximum career potential as a servant-leader in business.

And achieve he did.

Upon graduating from Harvard, Joel was offered his dream job—he was one of the first four people hired for
a new General Motors start-up soon to be known as Saturn. As part of this groundbreaking team, Joel
distinguished himself in the auto industry.

Fueled by that early success, Joel moved up quickly through the GM ranks. His skills, gifts, and work ethic
made him perfectly suited for high-level executive leadership. He was destined for the top. At the age of
thirty-four, he received an incredible offer to become the president of Saab Cars USA. So he left GM to take
on a whole new level of demands. Joel excelled in his new position, and with the success came more
responsibility.

Joel was soon put in charge of Saab in Asia, South America, and Canada as well. There seemed to be no
limit to his future, but at the same time, there seemed to be no end to his frustration. You see, career wasn’t
the only arena in which Joel had goals for his life. He and his wife, Marki, had dreams for their family as
well. By the time Joel reached his peak at Saab, they had three daughters. While each of Joel’s promotions
took them a step closer to reaching their financial goals, each demanded more of his time as well. Time that
he knew belonged to Marki and the kids.



Marki embraced her role with the same tenacity Joel exhibited in the marketplace. She was committed to
being a team player. She didn’t always like the hand she was dealt, but she accepted it and did the best she
could. She held down the home front while Joel worked to build a bright future for the family. But there was
always the frustration, the loneliness, and at times, the anger.

As Joel describes it, “I was traveling more than 50 percent of the time. There were car shows and dealer
meetings all the time. And when I was home, I wasn’t really there—I had a latenight conference call with
Japan or an early-morning conference call with Sweden. In my heart I wanted to be with my family. But I
felt like this job was something I had to do. Our family had financial goals, and I felt like God had given me
this talent that I should be using. And I viewed each promotion as his reward for a job well done. The truth
is, I just couldn’t say no. Looking back, it wasn’t God prying me away from my family. It was me.”

One day, a close friend called Marki to wish her happy birthday. During their casual conversation, a wave of
emotions
began to surface, surprising even Marki. It was the second year in a row that Joel had been out of town on
her  birthday. He hadn’t forgotten. He just had a job to do. And she had willingly agreed he should go. But
somehow, in that moment, Marki was hit with the reality that the very things they were working so hard to
achieve were slipping through their fingers with each passing day.

In yet another long-distance phone call, Marki confronted Joel with the painful truth that he was not being
the husband
or father she had signed up for. In the weeks that followed, Joel and Marki had many heart-to-heart
conversations. As Joel began to notice the despair in her countenance, he knew he had to make some major
changes. Fast.

“I looked at Marki, and she was bawling her eyes out,” he explains. “I knew that if I continued down this
path, I was
going to lose my family.”

Joel made a decision right then and there. He didn’t have a plan. He wasn’t sure how he could pull off the
changes necessary to bring balance to his personal life. He didn’t know how he could disentangle himself
from his involvement in the car industry. But one thing was certain: He refused to keep going in the direction
he was going. Things had to get better. Little did he realize just how bad things would get.

In an attempt to regain control of his life and family, Joel left the international demands of the auto industry
for the fastgrowing dot-com world. On the morning of April 4, 2000, Joel began his first day as the CEO of a
well-funded Internet startup company, with high hopes for the future. By the end of business on April 4,
2000, it was a very different picture. That day’s market plummet marked the beginning of the stock market
crash of 2000–2002, which caused the loss of five trillion dollars in the market value of companies, as well
as the loss of Joe’s hopes for an easy answer to the challenges between work and home. In fact, two weeks
into the new company, Joel found himself laying off two-thirds of the company’s three hundred employees.
The emotional toll of firing two hundred people, combined with twenty-hour workdays, led to more sleepless
nights. His first attempt to reclaim the life he wanted led to further distance from Marki and greater
desperation.

The remarkable events that followed have had an incredible impact on Joel’s life. As he and Marki describe
it, the aftermath of Joel’s decision to reorder his world was the clearest indication they’d ever experienced of
God’s presence in their lives and marriage.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

The event that you get from When Work and Family Collide: Keeping Your Job from Cheating Your Family
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but When Work and Family Collide: Keeping
Your Job from Cheating Your Family giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular When Work and Family Collide: Keeping Your Job from Cheating Your Family
instantly.

Heather Sessoms:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love When Work and Family Collide: Keeping
Your Job from Cheating Your Family, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.

Charles Owens:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. When Work and Family Collide: Keeping Your Job from Cheating Your
Family can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Maria Couch:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book When Work and Family Collide: Keeping Your Job from Cheating Your Family
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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