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In an age when scientists say they can no longer specify the exact difference
between human and animal, living and dead, many contemporary artists have
chosen to use animalsin their work -- as the ultimate "other," as metaphor, as
reflection. The attempt to discover what isanimal, not surprisingly, leadsto a
greater understanding of what it means to be human. In Becoming Animal, 12
internationally known artists investigate the shifting boundaries between animal
and human. Their explorations may be a barometer of things to come.The works
included in Becoming Animal -- which accompanies an exhibit at MASS MoCA
-- range from the aviary and cabinet of curiosities of Mark Dion to the gun-toting
bird collages of Michagl Oatman. Nicolas Lampert's machine-animal collages
and Jane Alexander's corpse-like humanoids suggest a new landscape of
alienation. Rachel Berwick's investigation of the last Galapagos tortoise from the
island of Pinto and Brian Conley's humanized mating call of the Tungarafrog
guestion the divide between human and animal communication. Patricia Piccinini
imagines a bodyguard for a bird on the edge of extinction and Ann-Sofi Siden
recreates the bedroom -- and paranoia -- of psychologist Alice Fabian. Natalie
Jeremijenko presents another installment in her ongoing Ooz, reverse-
engineering the zoo, and Kathy High'sinstallation of "trans-animals' remembers
lab rats who have given their lives for science. Sam Easterson's videos alow us
to see from the viewpoint of an aardvark, atarantula, atumbleweed; Motohiko
Odani's films show a surrealistic genetically modified bestiary. Becoming
Animal documents these works with eye-popping full-color images, taking us on
avisual journey through an unknown world.
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In an age when scientists say they can no longer specify the exact difference between human and animal,
living and dead, many contemporary artists have chosen to use animalsin their work -- as the ultimate
"other," as metaphor, as reflection. The attempt to discover what is animal, not surprisingly, leadsto a
greater understanding of what it means to be human. In Becoming Animal, 12 internationally known artists
investigate the shifting boundaries between animal and human. Their explorations may be a barometer of
things to come.The works included in Becoming Animal -- which accompanies an exhibit at MASS MoCA -
- range from the aviary and cabinet of curiosities of Mark Dion to the gun-toting bird collages of Michael
Oatman. Nicolas Lampert's machine-animal collages and Jane Alexander's corpse-like humanoids suggest a
new landscape of alienation. Rachel Berwick's investigation of the last Galapagos tortoise from the island of
Pinto and Brian Conley's humanized mating call of the Tungara frog question the divide between human and
anima communication. Patricia Piccinini imagines a bodyguard for a bird on the edge of extinction and
Ann-Sofi Siden recreates the bedroom -- and parancia -- of psychologist Alice Fabian. Natalie Jeremijenko
presents another installment in her ongoing Ooz, reverse-engineering the zoo, and Kathy High'sinstallation
of "trans-animals' remembers |ab rats who have given their lives for science. Sam Easterson's videos allow
us to see from the viewpoint of an aardvark, a tarantula, atumbleweed; Motohiko Odani's films show a
surrealistic genetically modified bestiary. Becoming Animal documents these works with eye-popping full-
color images, taking us on avisual journey through an unknown world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nato Thompson is Chief Curator at the New Y ork--based public arts institution Creative Time. He edited
The Interventionists: Users Manual for the Creative Disruption of Everyday Life and Becoming Animal
(both published by the MIT Press) and curated the MASS MoCA exhibitions they accompanied.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jessica Kelly:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This Becoming Animal:
Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Armando M cFarland:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Becoming Animal:
Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT Press) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Eddie Barber:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Becoming Animal: Contemporary
Artinthe Animal Kingdom (MIT Press) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom
(MIT Press) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Diane Wilson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isidentified as of
book Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT Press). Contain your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier
to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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