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First published in 1999, Mary Pattillo’s Black Picket Fences explores an
American demographic group too often ignored by both scholars and the media:
the black middle class. Nearly fifteen years later, this book remains a
groundbreaking study of a group still underrepresented in the academic and
public spheres. The result of living for three years in “Groveland,” a black
middle-class neighborhood on Chicago’s South Side, Black Picket Fences
explored both the advantages the black middle class has and the boundaries they
still face. Despite arguments that race no longer matters, Pattillo showed a
different reality, one where black and white middle classes remain separate and
unequal.

 Stark, moving, and still timely, the book is updated for this edition with a new
epilogue by the author that details how the neighborhood and its residents fared
in the recession of 2008, as well as new interviews with many of the same
neighborhood residents featured in the original. Also  included is a new foreword
by acclaimed University of Pennsylvania sociologist Annette Lareau.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An insightful look at the socioeconomic experiences of the black middle class. . . . Through the prism of a
South Side Chicago neighborhood, the author shows the distinctly different reality middle-class blacks face
as opposed to middle-class whites.”
(Ebony)

“[A] richly textured, thoughtful account of the precarious economic and social positions of young people in
these middle-class families. . . . Pattilo knows Groveland, and she knows the literature on poverty and class.
She is a careful and insightful observer. . . . Pattillo’s book provides a perceptive analysis of the black middle
class in America in the 1990s and will be an integral part of courses on stratification, race, and poverty. But
it is also an entertaining book that will appeal to general audiences interested in contemporary social issues. I
recommend it.”

(Cynthia M. Duncan American Journal of Sociology)

“Few studies offer extensions to an existing body of research in a manner that is both paradigm shifting and
enriching to the social sciences as a whole. . . . Pattillo has succeeded in doing both. Her analysis of the black
middle class revives the tradition of community studies in American sociology while skillfully shifting the
dialogue concerning the inner-city from its focus on social pathologies of the poor to a more holistic
discussion of stratification and social interaction.”

(Robert Mark Silverman Critical Sociology)

“The most insightful study I have read on the black middle class. Like no other author, Mary Pattillo reveals
the obstacles and pressures of black middle-class families. Readers of this clearly written and engaging book
will understand why these experiences are unique, and why they produce social outcomes that often differ
from those of the white middle class.”
(William Julius Wilson, author of When Work Disappears)

“More than with sweeping conclusions or policy recommendations, Black Picket Fences concerns itself with
turning a detailed eye to a picture that’s easily glossed over in discussions of [Chicago’s] segregation. So it’s
an academic text but a lively one . . . Pattillo is an excellent listener, and anyone looking to expand their
conception of the South Side beyond the dire stories of Englewood violence and the ivied island of Hyde
Park should listen in as well.”
(Daphne Sidor Gapers Block)

About the Author

Mary Pattillo is the Harold Washington Professor of Sociology and African American studies at
Northwestern University. She is the author of Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City,
also published by the University of Chicago Press, and coeditor of Imprisoning America: The Social Effects



of Mass Incarceration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

The book Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black
Middle Class for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a publication Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle
Class. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Alma Hillyer:

The book Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle
Class? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Black
Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kim Salgado:

This Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among
the Black Middle Class without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Black Picket Fences, Second Edition: Privilege and Peril among the
Black Middle Class can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Black Picket Fences, Second Edition:
Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.



Anne Corchado:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Black Picket Fences, Second Edition:
Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.
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