Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of
American Submarine Espionage

By Sherry Sontag, Christopher Drew

Read Online ©

Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage By
Sherry Sontag, Christopher Drew

For decades American submarines have roamed the depths in a dangerous battle
for information and advantage in missions known only to aselect few. Now, after
six years of research, those missions are told in Blind Man's Bluff, a magnificent
achievement in investigative reporting. It reads like a spy thriller -- except
everything initistrue. Thisisan epic of adventure, ingenuity, courage, and
disaster beneath the sea, a story filled with unforgettable characters who
engineered daring missions to tap the enemy's underwater communications
cables and to shadow Soviet submarines. It isastory of heroes and spies, of
bravery and tragedy.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Little is known--and less has been published--about American submarine espionage during the Cold War.
These submerged sentinels silently monitored the Soviet Union's harbors, shadowed its subs, watched its
missile tests, eavesdropped on its conversations, and even retrieved top-secret debris from the bottom of the
sea. In an engaging mix of first-rate journalism and historical narrative, Sherry Sontag, Christopher Drew,
and Annette Lawrence Drew describe what went on.

"Most of the storiesin Blind Man's Bluff have never been told publicly," they write, "and none have ever
been told in thislevel of detail." Among their revelations is the most complete accounting to date of the 1968
disappearance of the U.S.S. Scorpion; the story of how the Navy located alive hydrogen bomb lost by the
Air Force; and aplot by the CIA and Howard Hughes to steal a Soviet sub. The most interesting chapter
reveals how an American sub secretly tapped Soviet communications cables beneath the waves. Blind Man's
Bluff is a compelling book about the courage, ingenuity, and patriotism of America’s underwater spies. --
John J. Miller

From Publishers Weekly

In an unusually successful amalgam, veteran journalists Sontag and Christopher Drew combine a gripping
story with admirable research to relate previously unknown information. Throughout the Cold War, the U.S.
depended heavily on submarines for intelligence gathering, whether tracking Soviet missile subs, monitoring
Soviet harbors and missile tests or, in some cases, retrieving lost Soviet equipment. The U.S.S.R. responded
with everything from comprehensive espionage operations to depth charge attacks on particularly intrusive
snoopers. The broad outlines of this clandestine confrontation are relatively familiar, but the details have
largely remained secret. Although the authors have based their book largely on interviews with submariners,
intelligence operatives and politicians, they recognize the possibility of distortion and back up personal
accounts with an elaborate and convincing system of verification. While necessarily incomplete, the resulting
work depicts what was arguably the most successful long-term, large-scale intelligence operation in
American history. From captains to seamen, the participants combined technical proficiency, insouciant
courage and a cheerful scorn for regulations that often interfered with their missions. That mind-set was
hardly calculated to avoid direct confrontations, and accidental collisions were not uncommon. The authors
nevertheless make a solid case that the risk of a destabilizing incident was far outweighed by the gains of the
campaign?especially given the depth of mutual ignorance during the Cold War.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Journalists Sontag and Drew have strung together about a dozen investigative pieces on submarine espionage
activities during the Cold War era. The stories are exciting, the personalities border on the eccentric, and the
constant turf battles among various U.S. government agencies in these often top-secret submarine activities
make for intriguing reading. Have you ever wondered what it must be like to stalk a Soviet sub armed to the
teeth with nuclear missles? Or serve on a U.S. sub in Russian waters with Soviet antisubmarine ships using
you for target practice? While these true-life stories are exciting, much of the book is actually an account of
how the CIA, U.S. Navy, Congress, and other agencies all used the American submarine force to further
their own political ends. While not packing the literary punch or style of Edward L. Beach's World War |1
naval classic Run Silent, Run Deep, this is hard-core investigative reporting at its crispest. Highly
recommended for al public and academic libraries.?Stephen W. Green, AurariaLib., Denver
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Harry Crawford:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or that for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold
Story of American Submarine Espionage. All type of book would you see on many options. Y ou can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

IrmaHuges.

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Blind
Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of
American Submarine Espionageis the one of severa books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about
thisworld now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Joan McCorkle:

In thiserawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust smple solution to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top collection in your reading list is Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine
Espionage. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Daniel Nelson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with that book Blind Man's Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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