
Collective Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging
World in Cyberspace (Helix Books)

By Pierre Levy

Collective Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging World in Cyberspace (Helix
Books) By Pierre Levy

The number of travelers along the information superhighway is increasing at a
rate of 10 percent a month. How will this communications revolution affect our
culture and society? Pierre Lévy shows how the unfettered exchange of ideas in
cyberspace has the potential to liberate us from the social and political
hierarchies that have stood in the way of mankind's advancement.Anthropologist,
historian, sociologist, and philosopher, Lévy writes with a depth of scholarship
and imaginative insight rare among media critics. At once a profound historical
analysis of the development of human culture and a blueprint for the future,
Collective Intelligence is a visionary work.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Pierre Levy sees us as moving past an information economy into an economy based on human interactions; a
social economy. While the idea may seem startling, given our current emphasis on all things monetary, his
reasoning makes you stop and give careful thought to ideas you may not have considered before. As
technology advances, Levy points out, it's capable of taking on more and more advanced tasks--first simple
labor and now the processing of information. As these capabilities become easier and well within everyone's
reach, their value declines.

But the one thing that is beyond the reach of pure technology is the construction and maintenance of social
interactions. What technology can do, however, is make it easier for humans to interact over greater
distances and around obstacles. "Our humanity," Levy writes, "is the most precious thing we have." Levy,
who is a professor in the department of hypermedia at the University of Paris, then predicts that we will take
greater control of that value and everything related to it as we use technology to organize ourselves into what
he calls Living Cities. Here, physical location is less important than the interactions of its members, and not
surprisingly, the lack of territorialities will challenge present methods of governance.

Levy insists we are in the early moments of an historical paradigm shift of the magnitude of the Renaissance.
And yet he avoids wild utopianism, keeping a clear eye on the realities and challenges inherent in any great
transformation, complete with ample opportunities for things to go wrong. What emerges, however, is a
different way of viewing the possible future, and plenty of reasons for asking why this utopian vision isn't
attainable.

Review
"A poetic and pleasurable read." -- Choice

"Lvy's book is important....He doesn't accept free-market dogmas...a precondition for any coherent analysis
of what is really happening in the Net." -- New Scientist

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gussie Steller:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Collective
Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging World in Cyberspace (Helix Books). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.



Francis King:

The particular book Collective Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging World in Cyberspace (Helix Books) has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Roberta Lawrence:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Collective Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging
World in Cyberspace (Helix Books), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Kenneth Garrison:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Collective Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging World in Cyberspace (Helix Books) we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Collective
Intelligence: Mankind's Emerging World in Cyberspace (Helix Books). You can more pleasing than now.
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