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One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a
privileged life in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five.
Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing
Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child
soldier in a work camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and
those who survived the horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was
destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of a
family shaken and shattered, yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in
the face of unspeakable brutality.
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One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a privileged life in the
Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army
stormed into the city, forcing Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child
soldier in a work camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the
horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of a family shaken and shattered,
yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in the face of unspeakable brutality.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Written in the present tense, First They Killed My Father will put you right in the midst of the action--action
you'll wish had never happened. It's a tough read, but definitely a worthwhile one, and the author's
personality and strength shine through on every page. Covering the years from 1975 to 1979, the story moves
from the deaths of multiple family members to the forced separation of the survivors, leading ultimately to
the reuniting of much of the family, followed by marriages and immigrations. The brutality seems unending-
-beatings, starvation, attempted rape, mental cruelty--and yet the narrator (a young girl) never stops fighting
for escape and survival. Sad and courageous, her life and the lives of her young siblings provide quite a
powerful example of how war can so deeply affect children--especially a war in which they are trained to be
an integral part of the armed forces. For anyone interested in Cambodia's recent history, this book shares a
valuable personal view of events. --Jill Lightner

From Publishers Weekly
In 1975, Ung, now the national spokesperson for the Campaign for a Landmine-Free World, was the five-
year-old child of a large, affluent family living in Phnom Penh, the cosmopolitan Cambodian capital. As
extraordinarily well-educated Chinese-Cambodians, with the father a government agent, her family was in
great danger when the Khmer Rouge took over the country and throughout Pol Pot's barbaric regime. Her
parents' strength and her father's knowledge of Khmer Rouge ideology enabled the family to survive together
for a while, posing as illiterate peasants, moving first between villages, and then from one work camp to
another. The father was honest with the children, explaining dangers and how to avoid them, and this, along
with clear sight, intelligence and the pragmatism of a young child, helped Ung to survive the war. Her
restrained, unsentimental account of the four years she spent surviving the regime before escaping with a
brother to Thailand and eventually the United States is astonishing--not just because of the tragedies, but also
because of the immense love for her family that Ung holds onto, no matter how she is brutalized. She
describes the physical devastation she is surrounded by but always returns to her memories and hopes for
those she loves. Her joyful memories of life in Phnom Penh are close even as she is being trained as a child
soldier, and as, one after another, both parents and two of her six siblings are murdered in the camps.
Skillfully constructed, this account also stands as an eyewitness history of the period, because as a child Ung
was so aware of her surroundings, and because as an adult writer she adds details to clarify the family's
moves and separations. Twenty-five years after the rise of the Khmer Rouge, this powerful account is a
triumph. 8 pages b&w photos.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-Ung was a headstrong, clever child who was a delight to her father, a high-ranking government official
in Phnom Penh. She was only five when the Khmer Rouge stormed the city and her family was forced to
flee. They sought refuge in various camps, hiding their wealth and education, always on the move and ever
fearful of being betrayed. After 20 months, Ung's father was taken away, never to be seen again. Her story of
starvation, forced labor, beatings, attempted rape, separations, and the deaths of her family members is one
of horror and brutality. The first-person account of Cambodia under the reign of Pol Pot will be read not only
for research papers but also as a tribute to a human spirit that never gave up. YAs will applaud Ung's courage
and strength.
Katherine Fitch, Rachel Carson Middle School, Fairfax, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Holeman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers
(P.S.) as the daily resource information.

Betty McClanahan:

Often the book First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) will bring that you
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book First They Killed My Father:
A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lisa Westra:

The guide with title First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) contains a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Ola Hellman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting First They Killed My Father: A
Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick First They Killed
My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) become your starter.
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