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Japanese gods, too numerous to count, are known collectively as yaoyorozu-no-
kamigami--the eight million. They are the cast of a vast, complex mythology that
encompasses two religions, three cultures, and three millennia, one whose
ancient deities are still hard at work today.
Handbook of Japanese Mythology makes it easy to travel this vast yet little-
known mythological landscape. The book reveals the origins of Japan's myths in
the very different realms of Buddhism, Shinto, and folklore, and explores related
mythologies of the Ainu and Okinawan cultures and recent myths arising from
Japan's encounters with modernization. It then offers vivid retellings of the
central Shinto and Buddhist myths, plus descriptions of major historical figures,
icons, rituals, and events.
For students or long-time enthusiasts, it is the ideal guide for investigating
Japanese reverence for the sun, the imperial family, and the virtues of purity and
loyalty. Readers will also learn why sumo wrestlers stomp before each match,
how a fussy baby creates thunder, why Japan has a god for soccer, and much
more.
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They are the cast of a vast, complex mythology that encompasses two religions, three cultures, and three
millennia, one whose ancient deities are still hard at work today.
Handbook of Japanese Mythology makes it easy to travel this vast yet little-known mythological landscape.
The book reveals the origins of Japan's myths in the very different realms of Buddhism, Shinto, and folklore,
and explores related mythologies of the Ainu and Okinawan cultures and recent myths arising from Japan's
encounters with modernization. It then offers vivid retellings of the central Shinto and Buddhist myths, plus
descriptions of major historical figures, icons, rituals, and events.
For students or long-time enthusiasts, it is the ideal guide for investigating Japanese reverence for the sun,
the imperial family, and the virtues of purity and loyalty. Readers will also learn why sumo wrestlers stomp
before each match, how a fussy baby creates thunder, why Japan has a god for soccer, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanessa McGinty:

Here thing why this Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World
Mythology) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no publication that similar with Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Emilie Lechner:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology)
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of
World Mythology) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jeremy Windham:

The e-book with title Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.



Erica Futch:

This Handbook of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Handbook
of Japanese Mythology (Handbooks of World Mythology) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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