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Russell Strawl is called out of retirement to hunt a serial killer who has been
leaving elaborately carved bodies of Native Americans across three counties.
Strawl’s own dark and violent history weaves itself into the hunt, shedding light
on the remains of his broken family, which in turn leads him to the identity of the
killer.

In the vein of True Grit and Blood Meridian, Lonesome Animals is a western
novel reinvented, a detective story inverted for the west. It is also about one
man’s urgent, elegiac search for justice amidst the craven acts committed on the
edges of civilization.
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bodies of Native Americans across three counties. Strawl’s own dark and violent history weaves itself into
the hunt, shedding light on the remains of his broken family, which in turn leads him to the identity of the
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Lonesome Animals

"From the opening sentence of Holbert's remarkable debut, it is obvious that we are in the hands of a master
storyteller . . . Holbert's prose is simultaneously roughly hewn and elegant, and recalls Cormac McCarthy at
his best, as do his insights into the relationship between predator and prey. Call it literary fiction, classic
western realism, or historical noir, Holbert is a writer of formidable skill and this auspicious debut should
have considerable crossover appeal." —Publishers Weekly (starred)

“Holbert’s unsettling book demands a strong stomach… At the end the reader will feel relief or satisfaction
or some combination, and tip a sweat-stained hat to Holbert for raising the stakes of the Western genre…
Holbert’s sympathies seem to align with the quality of his prose: the land is rendered in loving, even
exquisite detail, so too the crimes… Holbert has gone all-in: This book is audacious.” —Kirkus

"A gripping murder story and incandescent moral fable, set in hardscrabble Eastern Washington during the
Great Depression. Retired lawman Russell Strawl is literally back in the saddle, hired to roam the land and
find the brutal killer of local Indians. What he learns is shocking but, in retrospect, inevitable. Added punch:
Spokane resident Holbert loosely based Strawl on his great-grandfather — Indian scout, early settler and all-
around tough old bastard." —Seattle Times, Best Mysteries of 2012

"Lonesome Animals is an impure marvel. Ths cowboy noir is loaded with lyrical detail, black humor, and a
kind of antic despair. At its center is the compromised lawman Russell Strawl, a pilgrim making slow
progress through the blasted ruins of Western myth. He turns violence into a kind of brutal music and
provides the weary, stubborn heart of this astonishing debut."
—Max Phillips, Shamus-winning author of Fade to Blonde

"Lonesome Animals is dark, beautiful, compelling, strange, vivid; part Western, part detective story,
altogether brilliant. With the authority of myth, it is a book obsessed with justice and history, and its two
main characters—the retired lawman Russell Strawl and his prophet son Elijah—are as harrowing and
moving a marriage as I have read in years. It’s an incredible book by an incredible author. It will break your
heart and leave you gasping."—Elizabeth McCracken, author of The Giant's House

"Lonesome Animals is exhilarating. The dialogue will blow your hair back, the description of land is prose
poetry, and the violence is shocking for its intensity and sudden occurrence. This is a study of morality in a
world that has lost its morals, a work that transcends its epic story of good versus evil. No character is spared
and neither is the reader. Bruce Holbert’s fierce novel will enter the canon as a classic." —Chris Offutt,
author of Kentucky Straight

"A lyrical, almost poetic novel. Holbert vividly captures the essence of his characters and of the place that
spawned them in Lonesome Animals." —Mystery Maven Blog

About the Author

Bruce Holbert is a graduate of the University of Iowa Writers Workshop. His work has appeared in The



Iowa Review, Hotel Amerika, Other Voices, The Antioch Review, Crab Creek Review, The West Wind
Review, and Cairn. Bruce Holbert grew up at the foot of the Okanogan Mountains. His great-grandfather was
an Indian scout and among the first settlers of the Grand Coulee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Lonesome Animals. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Lonesome
Animals. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's examine.

David Busby:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Lonesome Animals.
All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Carroll Boggess:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Lonesome Animals was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Lonesome Animals has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Flora Godfrey:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Lonesome Animals to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book
Lonesome Animals can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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