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In this dazzling collection of over 200 photos of pregnant women taken from art
libraries, childbirth manuals, maternity ads, contemporary art, and personal
albums, the authors explore the paradox between image and reality. The photos
illuminate how society creates feminine roles through the institution of
pregnancy-and how women resist such roles.
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Editorial Review

Review
..."skillfully unravels the hidden politics behind the imagery."
-Village Voice Literary Supplement
"This book establishes pregnant pictures as a genre and pregnancy itself as a shape and an experience worthy
of aesthetic attention. As elastic as the pregnant bodies they portray, these photos encompass and express the
multiple dimensions of pregnancy and the many subtleties of the pregnant woman, from the archetypal to the
idiosyncratic. A stunning collection and a fascinating analysis!."
-Robbie Davis-Floyd, author of "Birth as an American Rite of Passage
..." presents a revolutionary body of images and analyses. What an astonishing archive Matthews and Wexler
have assembled! Scholars and artists will be making reference to this book for years to come."
-Wayne Koestenbaum, author of "Jackie Under My Skin: Interpreting an Icon
"In tracing pictures of pregnancy in modernist art photography, childbirth books, medical texts, advertising
images and family photographs, Wexler and Matthews reveal the shifting social attitudes about pregnancy in
the twentieth century. Inventing a vocabulary to discuss forms of representation that have remained as
invisible in popular as in academic discourse, they have offered us a stunning collection of images, and a
wonderful introduction to a new feminist photographic theory and practice."
-Marianne G. Hirsch, author of "Family Frames: Photography, Narrative and Postmemory

About the Author
Sandra Matthews is a writer and photographer. Essays of hers have appeared in Afterimage and Exposure,
and her photographs have been exhibited internationally. She is also Associate Professor of Film and
Photography at Hampshire College.Laura Wexler is Associate Professor of American Studies and Women's
Studies at Yale University. She is the author of the forthcoming Tender Violence: Domestic Images in an
Age of U.S. Imperialism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

The ability that you get from Pregnant Pictures may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Pregnant Pictures giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this Pregnant Pictures instantly.

William Ullrich:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the



outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Pregnant Pictures why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

James Smith:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Pregnant Pictures is simple to create
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Patrick Cartwright:

This Pregnant Pictures is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having bit of digest in reading this Pregnant Pictures can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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