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From before the days of Moses up through the 1960s, slavery was afact of lifein
the Middle East. Pagans, Jews, Christians, and Muslims bought and sold at the
dlave markets for millennia, trading the human plunder of wars and slave raids
that reached from the Russian steppes to the African jungles. But if the Middle
East was one of the last regions to renounce slavery, how do we account for its--
and especially Islam’s--image of racial harmony? How did these long years of
slavery affect racial relations? In Race and Savery in the Middle East, Bernard
Lewis explores these questions and others, examining the history of slavery in
law, social thought, and practice over the last two millennia.

With 24 rare and intriguing full-color illustrations, this fascinating study
describes the Middle East's culture of slavery and the evolution of racia
prejudice. Lewis demonstrates how nineteenth century Europeans mythol ogized
the region as aracial utopiain debating American slavery. Islam, in fact, clearly
teaches non-discrimination, but Lewis shows that prejudice often won out over
pious sentiments, as he examines how Africans were treated, depicted, and
thought of from antiquity to the twentieth century.

"If my color were pink, women would love me/But the Lord has marred me with
blackness," lamented a black slave poet in Arabia over a millennium ago--and
Lewis deftly draws from these lines and others the nuances of racial relations
over time. Islam, he finds, restricted enslavement and greatly improved the lot of
slaves--who included, until the early twentieth century, some whites--while
blacks occasionally rose to power and renown. But abuses ring throughout the
written and visual record, from the horrors of capture to the castration and high
mortality which, along with other causes, have left few blacksin many Middle
Eastern lands, despite centuries of importing African dlaves.

Race and Savery in the Middle East illuminates the legacy of davery in the
region where it lasted longest, from the days of warrior slaves and palace
eunuchs and concubines to the final drive for abolition. Illustrated with
outstanding reproductions of striking artwork, it casts a new light on this critical
part of the world, and on the nature and interrelation of slavery and racial
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From before the days of Moses up through the 1960s, slavery was afact of life in the Middle East. Pagans,
Jews, Christians, and Muslims bought and sold at the slave markets for millennia, trading the human plunder
of wars and slave raids that reached from the Russian steppes to the African jungles. But if the Middle East
was one of the last regions to renounce slavery, how do we account for its--and especially Islam's--image of
racial harmony? How did these long years of davery affect racial relations? In Race and Savery in the
Middle East, Bernard Lewis explores these questions and others, examining the history of slavery in law,
social thought, and practice over the last two millennia.

With 24 rare and intriguing full-color illustrations, this fascinating study describes the Middle East's culture
of davery and the evolution of racial prejudice. Lewis demonstrates how nineteenth century Europeans
mythol ogized the region as aracial utopiain debating American davery. Islam, in fact, clearly teaches non-
discrimination, but Lewis shows that prejudice often won out over pious sentiments, as he examines how
Africans were treated, depicted, and thought of from antiquity to the twentieth century.

"If my color were pink, women would love me/But the Lord has marred me with blackness,” lamented a
black slave poet in Arabia over a millennium ago--and Lewis deftly draws from these lines and others the
nuances of racia relations over time. Islam, he finds, restricted enslavement and greatly improved the lot of
daves--who included, until the early twentieth century, some whites--while blacks occasionally rose to
power and renown. But abuses ring throughout the written and visual record, from the horrors of capture to
the castration and high mortality which, along with other causes, have left few blacksin many Middle
Eastern lands, despite centuries of importing African slaves.

Race and Savery in the Middle East illuminates the legacy of slavery in the region where it lasted longest,
from the days of warrior slaves and pal ace eunuchs and concubines to the final drive for abolition. Illustrated
with outstanding reproductions of striking artwork, it casts a new light on this critical part of the world, and
on the nature and interrelation of dlavery and racial prejudice.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A realistic, well-documented study. Important illustrations and primary evidence now made accessible.”--
Irving R. Mix, EImira College

"An important book which explains the issue of slavery in the Middle East.”--Robert A. Hess, Messiah
College

"An excellent and timely work on an important and rather neglected issue."--Ehsan Y arshater, Columbia
University

" Splendid--should supplant all previous discussions."--Paul A. Rahe, University of Tulsa

"A splendid discussion of adifficult subject."--Paul A. Rahe, University of Tulsa

"Deceptively brief, delightfully easy to read, and beautifully illustrated."--Journal of Interdisciplinary
History

"Bernard Lewis an exceptionally distinguished historian of the Middle Eastern world....[A]uthoritative
addresses to reality like hiswill serve excellently instead, and they make him a matchless guide to the
background of Middle East conflict today."--David Pryce-Jones, Commentary

"[A] pioneering work."--David Warren Bowen, Magill's Literary Annual

"Highly readable."--The New York Review of Books

"This book will foster Bernard Lewis's reputation as the doyen of Middle Eastern studies.”--The New York
Times Book Review



"Mr. Lewis's knowledge of Islamic history, literature, and jurisprudence is so detailed, expansive, and
profoundly integrated that it is enough for him to merely refer to a period or an instance to be able to
envision the entire context."--The Washington Times

"His scholarship must be respected...He skillfully sets up and explicates the primary paradoxes of the Islamic
view of davery and of race...[A book] that surely should be read."--Journal of Social History

From the Back Cover

Race and Slavery in the Middle East illuminates the legacy of slavery in the region where it lasted longest,
from the days of warrior slaves and palace eunuchs and concubinesto the final drive for abolition. Illustrated
with outstanding reproductions of striking artwork, it casts a new light on this critical part of the world, and
on the nature and interrelation of slavery and racia prejudice.

About the Author

Bernard Lewisis Cleveland E. Dodge Professor of Near Eastern Studies Emeritus at Princeton University.
Heisthe author of several books, including The Muslim Discovery of Europe, The Assassins, and The
Political Language of Islam.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Shaw:

Here thing why this particular Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it whichis
the content is as tasty as food or not. Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of Race and Slavery in the
Middle East: An Historical Enquiry in e-book can be your substitute.

Kim Duncan:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.



Jean Parks:

The book untitled Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see al the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Bartlett:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical
Enquiry can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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