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In Houston, as in the rest of the American South up until the 1950s, the police
force reflected and enforced the segregation of the larger society. When the
nation began to change in the 1950s and 1960s, this guardian of the status quo
had to change, too. It was not designed to do so easily.

Dwight Watson traces how the Houston Police Department reacted to social,
political, and institutional change over a fifty-year period—and specifically, how
it responded to and in turn influenced racial change.

Using police records as well as contemporary accounts, Watson astutely analyzes
the escalating strains between the police and segments of the city’s black
population in the 1967 police riot at Texas Southern University and the 1971
violence that became known as the Dowling Street Shoot-Out. The police reacted
to these events and to daily challenges by hardening its resolve to impose its will
on the minority community.

By 1977, the events surrounding the beating and drowning of Jose Campos
Torres while in police custody prompted one writer to label the HPD the
“meanest police in America.” This event encouraged Houston’s growing
Mexican American community to unite with blacks in seeking to curb police
autonomy and brutality.

Watson’s study demonstrates vividly how race complicated the internal impulses
for change and gave way through time to external pressures—including the Civil
Rights Movement, modernization, annexations, and court-ordered
redistricting—for institutional changes within the department. His work
illuminates not only the role of a southern police department in racial change but
also the internal dynamics of change in an organization designed to protect the
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In Houston, as in the rest of the American South up until the 1950s, the police force reflected and enforced
the segregation of the larger society. When the nation began to change in the 1950s and 1960s, this guardian
of the status quo had to change, too. It was not designed to do so easily.

Dwight Watson traces how the Houston Police Department reacted to social, political, and institutional
change over a fifty-year period—and specifically, how it responded to and in turn influenced racial change.

Using police records as well as contemporary accounts, Watson astutely analyzes the escalating strains
between the police and segments of the city’s black population in the 1967 police riot at Texas Southern
University and the 1971 violence that became known as the Dowling Street Shoot-Out. The police reacted to
these events and to daily challenges by hardening its resolve to impose its will on the minority community.

By 1977, the events surrounding the beating and drowning of Jose Campos Torres while in police custody
prompted one writer to label the HPD the “meanest police in America.” This event encouraged Houston’s
growing Mexican American community to unite with blacks in seeking to curb police autonomy and
brutality.

Watson’s study demonstrates vividly how race complicated the internal impulses for change and gave way
through time to external pressures—including the Civil Rights Movement, modernization, annexations, and
court-ordered redistricting—for institutional changes within the department. His work illuminates not only
the role of a southern police department in racial change but also the internal dynamics of change in an
organization designed to protect the status quo.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Breaks new ground . . . The author places the issue of race at center stage with other social and political
developments in Houston and shows quite well how the changing race relations in Houston were just as
important in the development of the HPD as technology, the migration of blacks from the rural areas of
Texas to the cities, and the emergence of Houston as a major shipping and aerospace center in the Southwest.
. . . should become the model for subsequent books on policing in urban America.”--W. Marvin Dulaney,
College of Charleston, and author, Black Police in America
(W. Marvin Dulaney, College of Charleston, and author, Black Police in America)

About the Author

Dwight W. Watson is an assistant professor of history at Texas State University. He received his Ph.D. from
the University of Houston. He has perviously worked as a correctional counselor, a prison grievance officer,
a county probation officer, and state parole officer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Race and the
Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

James Shafer:

Here thing why this particular Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change
Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train.



Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Race and the Houston
Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former
Students, Texas A&M University) in e-book can be your alternate.

Blair Chappell:

Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Race and
the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

James Mace:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial
Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University). You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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