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David de Vaus' classic text Surveys in Social Research provides clear advice on
how to plan, conduct and analyse social surveys. It emphasises the links between
theory and research, the logic and interpretation of statistics and the practices of
social research. This sixth edition has been completely revised and updated, and
contains new examples, data and extensive lists of web resources.

As well as explaining how to conduct good surveys, de Vaus shows how to
become a critical consumer of research. He argues that the logic of surveys and
statistics is simply an extension of the logic we use in everyday life; analysis,
however, requires creativity and imagination rather than the application of sterile
mechanical procedures. The prime goal of research should be to gain accurate
understanding and, as a researcher, use methods and techniques which enhance
understanding. De Vaus advocates researchers use the method, rather than letting
the method use you.

Surveys in Social Research is essential reading for students and researchers
working with surveys. It assumes no background in statistical analysis, and gives
you the tools you need to come to grips with this often challenging field of work.
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David de Vaus' classic text Surveys in Social Research provides clear advice on how to plan, conduct and
analyse social surveys. It emphasises the links between theory and research, the logic and interpretation of
statistics and the practices of social research. This sixth edition has been completely revised and updated, and
contains new examples, data and extensive lists of web resources.

As well as explaining how to conduct good surveys, de Vaus shows how to become a critical consumer of
research. He argues that the logic of surveys and statistics is simply an extension of the logic we use in
everyday life; analysis, however, requires creativity and imagination rather than the application of sterile
mechanical procedures. The prime goal of research should be to gain accurate understanding and, as a
researcher, use methods and techniques which enhance understanding. De Vaus advocates researchers use
the method, rather than letting the method use you.

Surveys in Social Research is essential reading for students and researchers working with surveys. It assumes
no background in statistical analysis, and gives you the tools you need to come to grips with this often
challenging field of work.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for earlier editions of Surveys in Social Research

‘This excellent book presents a lucid and comprehensive overview of all the contemporary issues in the
development of surveys in social research ... The resources make this book valuable for novices but also a
great addition to the library of more experienced researchers.’ ?Journal of Family Studies

‘De Vaus helps to demystify survey research by breaking down the process into manageable components.
This is perhaps the greatest strength – he encourages the reader to tackle and understand "statistical research"
rather than shy away.’ ?Social Security Journal

‘... one of the most comprehensive and accessible texts on survey research available.’ ?The Australian and
New Zealand Journal of Sociology

‘By concentrating on one method and providing a sound working knowledge of how to do good surveys, de
Vaus indeed achieves a distinctive balance ...’ ?Canadian Journal of Sociology

About the Author

David de Vaus is Emeritus Professor in Sociology, University of Queensland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Surveys In
Social Research (Social Research Today) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Nancy Lowery:

The ability that you get from Surveys In Social Research (Social Research Today) is the more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Surveys In Social Research (Social Research Today) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of



anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Surveys In Social Research
(Social Research Today) instantly.

Adam McGrath:

This Surveys In Social Research (Social Research Today) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Surveys In Social
Research (Social Research Today) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type
for your better life and also knowledge.

Joseph Whitely:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Surveys In Social Research (Social Research Today) or
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Surveys In Social Research (Social Research Today) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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