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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge,
technology is undoubtedly a fundamental element of our daily lives. While
saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment, mediate our
relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In
studying technology we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the
social contexts in which it is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the
reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving field. The chapters
critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to
Elias, alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The
significance of technology is assessed within both public spheres and intimate
spaces, shedding light on its integral
role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new
advances in research can inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for
students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory, Science and Technology
Studies and the Media.
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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technology
we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contexts in which it
is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on its integral
role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advances in research can
inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Matthewman's writing is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual depth in
providing such a rigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of literature. A useful
addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politics and Communications."--David Mercer, Associate
Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, University of Wollongong, Australia

Review

'Matthewman's writing is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual
depth in providing such a rigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of
literature. A useful addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politics and Communications.' -
David Mercer, Associate Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, University of
Wollongong, Australia

'A well informed and readable account of approaches to technology in sociological thought, organised
in a clear and comprehensive way.' - Adrian Mackenzie, Lecturer in Sociology, Lancaster University,
UK

'…this book comes as a necessary and delightful addition …[it] is a highly engaging, accessible text
that is crucial for anyone writing and researching technology' – New Zealand Sociology

'Though aimed mainly at sociologists and other social scientists, this impressive book has much to
offer theoretically curious historians of technology and their graduate students.' - Mark Shields,
Technology and Culture

 

From the Back Cover
From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technology
we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contexts in which it
is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on its integral



role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advances in research can
inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Brown:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social
Theory). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory). You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gerald Reed:

This Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) can bring any time you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone.
This Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

John Flores:

This Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Technology and Social Theory (Themes in
Social Theory) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.



Danielle Burdette:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Technology and Social Theory
(Themes in Social Theory) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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