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Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture
of the human mind is the product of our evolutionary history, it has only beenin
the last three decades that advances in such fields as evolutionary biology,
cognitive psychology, and pal eoanthropology have made the fact of our
evolution illuminating. Converging findings from avariety of disciplines are
leading to the emergence of afundamentally new view of the human mind, and
with it a new framework for the behavioral and socia sciences. First, with the
advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely
asthe set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that
operate beneath the surface of expressed cultural variability. Second, this
collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to solve the adaptive
problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors--problems such as
mate selection, language acquisition, cooperation, and sexual infidelity.
Consequently, the traditional view of the mind as a general -purpose computer,
tabularasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view that the
mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each
of which imposes contentful structure on human mental organization and culture.
The Adapted Mind explores this new approach--evolutionary psychology--and its
implications for a new view of culture.
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Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture of the human mind is the
product of our evolutionary history, it has only been in the last three decades that advancesin such fields as
evolutionary biology, cognitive psychology, and paleoanthropology have made the fact of our evolution
illuminating. Converging findings from a variety of disciplines are leading to the emergence of a
fundamentally new view of the human mind, and with it a new framework for the behavioral and social
sciences. First, with the advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely as
the set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that operate beneath the surface of
expressed cultural variability. Second, this collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to
solve the adaptive problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors--problems such as mate
selection, language acquisition, cooperation, and sexual infidelity. Consequently, the traditional view of the
mind as a general-purpose computer, tabula rasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view
that the mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each of which imposes
contentful structure on human mental organization and culture. The Adapted Mind explores this new
approach--evolutionary psychology--and its implications for anew view of culture.
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Editorial Review
Review

"There are two kinds of landmark publications in science: those that open anew era, like Darwin's Origin of
Species, or those that mark an important waypoint in a scientific revolution that has already begun. The
Adapted Mind is an example of the latter, comprising as it does a collection of eighteen papers by twenty-
five authors which sum up and illustrate much of the best of our knowledge in the field of evolutionary
psychology." --Christopher Baddock, London School of Economics, ESS Newsl etter

From the Back Cover

Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture of the human mind is the
product of our evolutionary history, it has only been in the last three decades that advancesin such fields as
evolutionary biology, cognitive psychology, and palecanthropology have made the fact of our evolution
illuminating. Converging findings from a variety of disciplines are leading to the emergence of a
fundamentally new view of the human mind, and with it a new framework for the behavioral and social
sciences. First, with the advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely as
the set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that operate beneath the surface of
expressed cultural variability. Second, this collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to
solve the adaptive problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors - problems such as mate
selection, language acquisition, co-operation, and sexual infidelity. Consequently, the traditional view of the
mind as a general-purpose computer, tabularasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view
that the mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each of which imposes
contentful structure on human mental organization and culture. The Adapted Mind explores this new
approach - evolutionary psychology - and itsimplications for a new view of culture.

About the Author
Jerome H. Barkow is at Dalhousie University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lawrence Howe:

The book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading abook The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture for being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Adapted
Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Albert Gilchrist:

This The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Cultureis great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who aways deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word
or we can say no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data
init. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culturein
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Melinda Ander son:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Norman Duque:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation
of Culture wasfilled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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