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The Law of the Sea quickly established itself as the standard work on the subject:
authoritative, balanced and readable.

This new Third Edition has been completely revised and updated to cover the
many developments that have occurred since publication of the second edition in
1988, among the most notable of which is the entry into force in 1994 of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Written so as to be intelligible to all
concerned with maritime affairs, the book has proved particularly valuable to
international lawyers and those taking specialist courses in the law of the sea and
maritime studies.

The aim of the third edition of this book remains broadly the same as that of the
first two editions, namely to provide an introduction to the law of the sea,
surveying not only the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
but also the customary and conventional law which supplements it.

Since the previous edition of this book was published in 1988, much has
happened in the law of the sea. Most notably, the 1982 Convention has entered
into force and is now widely ratified. In addition a number of important
multilateral treaties have been concluded (including the two Agreements of 1994
and 1995 relating to the implementation of the Convention), there have been
several judgments by international courts and tribunals, and there has been a vast
amount of bilateral treaty-making, national legislation and other forms of State
practice. This new edition has been completely revised and extensively rewritten,
although the basic structure of the book remains unchanged.

This book is concerned with the public international law of the sea - that is to
say, with the rules and principles that bind States in their international relations
concerning maritime matters. Accordingly, it does not discuss, except
incidentally, the rules of private maritime law, which concern such matters as
marine insurance, carriage of goods by sea and maritime liens; nor does it
provide a survey of the municipal law of the United Kingdom, or of any other
country, relating to the law of the sea. Furthermore, it is concerned with the laws
of peace and not with the matters that have traditionally been considered under
the heading of the laws of war, and consequently topics such as maritime
neutrality and prize law fall beyond its scope. Nonetheless, this leaves a
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considerable body of law within the purview of the book.

The treatment of the subject falls into two broad divisions. First, we take each of
the major maritime zones recognized in contemporary international law, and
explain the rules presently applicable to that zone against the background of the
main stages of the historical development of those rules. Increasingly, however,
the law of the sea is being developed along functional, rather than zonal, lines.
For example, whereas the 1958 United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
concentrated mainly on producing a framework of rules governing States' rights
and duties in the territorial sea, continental shelf and high seas, many of the more
recent international agreements have been concerned not with particular zones
but with particular uses of the seas, such as pollution, fishing (which was in fact
also the subject of one of the conventions produced by the 1958 conference) and
navigation. We have, therefore, thought it necessary, in order to bring together
the many rules of international law relating to the various uses of the seas, to
provide separate surveys of each of the main activities carried out in the seas.
These functional surveys appear in the later chapters of the book.

Although the international law of the sea is in principle limited in its application
to States and other entities having interna
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Editorial Review

Review
"Excellent ... clear exposition of the law of the sea" -- Cambridge Law Journal

"Should remain a standard work... highly recommended" -- Choice

"Strikes a successful balance between analysis and discussion... a valuable assistance to teachers and a great
relief to students" --  Marine Policy

"Should remain a standard work... highly recommended" ---- Choice

"Most warmly recommended as a key aid to the understanding of contemporary international law on the uses
of maritime space." ---- International Affairs

"Retains its pre-eminence ... crafted precisely and carefully. Will remain at the front of the bookshelves" --
--The Law Society's Gazette

"Most warmly recommended as a key aid to the understanding of contemporary international law on the uses
of maritime space." ---- International Affairs

"Retains its pre-eminence ... crafted precisely and carefully. Will remain at the front of the bookshelves" ----
The Law Society's Gazette

About the Author
Robin Churchill has been a member of staff at the University of Wales, Cardiff Law School since 1977 and
is currently a Professor and Director of the LL.M in Legal Aspects of Marine Affairs. Before he came to
Cardiff he was a research officer in international law at the British Institute of International and Comparative
Law. From 1983-84 he was a visiting lecturer at the University of Tromso, Norway. His main research
interests are the law of the sea and international environmental law, on both of which he has written widely.
His books include Marine Management in Disputed Areas: The Case of the Barents Sea (with G. Ulfstein)
and EEC Fisheries Law. He has published numerous articles in academic journals. Among his academic
activities outside the Law School, Professor Churchill is a member of the editorial boards of the International
Journal of Marine and Coastal Law and the Journal of International Wildlife Law and Policy and a member
of the Legal Affairs Committee of the Welsh Centre for International Affairs. He has also acted as a
consultant/adviser to various environmental and fishermen's organizations.

Vaughan Lowe is the Chichele Professor of Public International Law and a Fellow of All Souls College,
University of Oxford. He was formerly Reader in International Law and a Fellow of Corpus Christi College
in the University of Cambridge and has taught at the Universities of Cardiff and Manchester and in the USA.
He practices as a barrister from Essex Court Chambers, London. He has advised governments and
corporations on matters of international law, and is the author of many books and articles on the subject, of
which the most recent is The Settlement of International Disputes (OUP, 1999; with John Collier).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kathryn Mullins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Law of the Sea.

Cesar Ford:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book The Law of the Sea it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Macie Tiffany:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely The Law of the Sea.

William Jones:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Law of the Sea which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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