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It's Louis's birthday and Uncle McAllister has brought him a very special
gift&150a tadpole all the way from Scotland! Louis can hardly wait for Alphonse
to grow into a frog. But it soon becomes clear that Alphonse is not turning into
any ordinary frog. First Alphonse outgrows his jar, then the sink, and then the
bathtub! This new edition of The Mysterious Tadpole boasts reimagined story
twists and entirely new illustrations. The lovable giant of a tadpole has grown
into something even more wonderful!
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It's Louis's birthday and Uncle McAllister has brought him a very special gift&150a tadpole all the way from
Scotland! Louis can hardly wait for Alphonse to grow into a frog. But it soon becomes clear that Alphonse is
not turning into any ordinary frog. First Alphonse outgrows his jar, then the sink, and then the bathtub! This
new edition of The Mysterious Tadpole boasts reimagined story twists and entirely new illustrations. The
lovable giant of a tadpole has grown into something even more wonderful!
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Steven Kellogg's award-winning picture book The Mysterious Tadpole, first published in 1977, is back with
wonderful new illustrations and additional "nuances of character, sequence, and plot" in this fabulous 25th-
anniversary edition. The story begins when Uncle McAllister brings a "wee bit of Scotland"--a tadpole to be
precise--to Louis for his birthday. Delighted, Louis names him Alphonse and brings him to school for show-
and-tell. A diet of cheeseburgers allows the creature to grow by leaps and bounds, and he soon outgrows his
jar, the kitchen sink, and the bathtub. Finally, when the high school swim team learns of Alphonse's presence
in their pool the hard way, Uncle McAllister gets a call: "'Oh, the wee tadpole?' he said. 'Why, he came from
the lake nearby. It's the one folks call Loch Ness.'" Louis's ingenuity (he takes on a paper route to pay for his
pet's burgers, and that of his friend the librarian (she thinks they can use the aquatic Alphonse to find pirate
treasure and use the money to build him his own swimming pool) are heartwarming and hilarious. Children
who are attached to a pet will completely relate to Louis's devotion to his unusual new friend. Kellogg's
luminous illustrations of the ever-expanding monster and bewildered townspeople are expressive, often
hysterical, and full of tiny details that demand many rereadings. A treat! (Ages 4 to 8) --Karin Snelson

From Publishers Weekly
Several reissued titles will be welcomed by fans of their celebrated authors and artists. Louis gets the gift that
keeps on giving or growing, rather in The Mysterious Tadpole by Steven Kellogg. The story about a boy and
his burgeoning birthday present returns in a 25th-anniversary edition featuring revised text and full-color
illustrations. (Aug.)
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
PreS-Gr. 2. For the twenty-fifth-anniversary edition of The Mysterious Tadpole, Kellogg offers a somewhat
expanded version of the story along with new artwork. As before, Louis receives a birthday present from his
uncle in Scotland: Alphonse, an amiable tadpole that outgrows his bowl, the bathtub, and even the apartment.
In the new version, Louis enrolls Alphonse (in his dog-size phase) in obedience school as "a hairless spotted
water spaniel from Scotland," bolstering the plot a little and adding some Pinkertonesque scenes. In the
appended author's note, Kellogg mentions that the "economics of printing" in 1977 demanded preseparation
of colors in the art. Whether the result of technological progress or of changes in Kellogg's style over the last
quarter century, the new illustrations are bigger, bolder, brighter, and brimming with lively details. Some
may miss the muted tones of the original art, but odds are that children will find the new edition irresistible.
Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Mysterious Tadpole will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Colleen Thompson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Mysterious Tadpole is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Laura Burnham:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day
to reading a reserve. The book The Mysterious Tadpole it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Warren Bowers:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Mysterious Tadpole this guide consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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