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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and
air forces moved into Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to
end the "Prague Spring" reforms and restore an orthodox Communist regime.
The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in
Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to crack down. But during the summer of
1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet Politburo finally
decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of
Soviet, Polish, Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move
into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they had established complete military
control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for "socialism with a human
face."

Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored
to power, but their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse
many of the reforms that had been adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced
to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague Spring. Soviet leaders
justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that "the fate of any
socialist country is the common affair of all socialist countries" and that the
Soviet Union had both a "right" and a "sacred duty" to "defend socialism" in
Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the Communist
world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in
achieving Soviet goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but
refrained from direct military action and covert operations to counter the Soviet-
led incursion into Czechoslovakia.

The essays of a dozen leading European and American Cold War historians
analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary evidence
from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the
scenes. They also reassess the weak response of the United S
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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the "Prague Spring" reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for "socialism with a
human face."

Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but their role
from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been adopted. In
April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague Spring. Soviet
leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that "the fate of any socialist country is the
common affair of all socialist countries" and that the Soviet Union had both a "right" and a "sacred duty" to
"defend socialism" in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the Communist world, but
overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet goals. The United
States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert operations to
counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia.

The essays of a dozen leading European and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the
Cold War in light of new documentary evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what
happened behind the scenes. They also reassess the weak response of the United S
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Prague Spring and the
Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series). All type of
book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

David Nester:

The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you.
The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Andre Rosier:

The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War
Studies Book Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact
Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Ernestine Biggs:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you



want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Prague
Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book
Series) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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