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Urban ethnography is the firsthand study of city life by investigators who
immerse themselves in the worlds of the people about whom they write. Since its
inception in the early twentieth century, this great tradition has helped define
how we think about cities and city dwellers.

The past few decades have seen an extraordinary revival in the field, as scholars
and the public at large grapple with the increasingly complex and pressing issues
that affect the ever-changing American city-from poverty to the immigrant
experience, the changing nature of social bonds to mass incarceration, hyper-
segregation to gentrification. As both a method of research and a form of
literature, urban ethnography has seen a notable and important resurgence.

This renewed interest demands a clear and comprehensive understanding of the
history and development of the field to which this volume contributes by
presenting a selection of past and present contributions to American urban
ethnographic writing. Beginning with an original introduction highlighting the
origins, practices, and significance of the field, editors Mitchell Duneier, Philip
Kasinitz, and Alexandra Murphy guide the reader through the major and
fascinating topics on which it has focused -- from the community, public spaces,
family, education, work, and recreation, to social policy, and the relationship
between ethnographers and their subjects.

An indispensable guide, The Urban Ethnography Reader provides an overview
of how the discipline has grown and developed while offering students and
scholars a selection of some of the finest social scientific writing on the life of
the modern city.
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Urban ethnography is the firsthand study of city life by investigators who immerse themselves in the worlds
of the people about whom they write. Since its inception in the early twentieth century, this great tradition
has helped define how we think about cities and city dwellers.

The past few decades have seen an extraordinary revival in the field, as scholars and the public at large
grapple with the increasingly complex and pressing issues that affect the ever-changing American city-from
poverty to the immigrant experience, the changing nature of social bonds to mass incarceration, hyper-
segregation to gentrification. As both a method of research and a form of literature, urban ethnography has
seen a notable and important resurgence.

This renewed interest demands a clear and comprehensive understanding of the history and development of
the field to which this volume contributes by presenting a selection of past and present contributions to
American urban ethnographic writing. Beginning with an original introduction highlighting the origins,
practices, and significance of the field, editors Mitchell Duneier, Philip Kasinitz, and Alexandra Murphy
guide the reader through the major and fascinating topics on which it has focused -- from the community,
public spaces, family, education, work, and recreation, to social policy, and the relationship between
ethnographers and their subjects.

An indispensable guide, The Urban Ethnography Reader provides an overview of how the discipline has
grown and developed while offering students and scholars a selection of some of the finest social scientific
writing on the life of the modern city.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mitchell Duneier is Maurice P. During Professor of Sociology at Princeton University and a regular visiting
professor at the City University of New York. He is the author of Sidewalk and Slim's Table, recipient of the
American Sociological Association's Distinguished Publication Award.

Philip Kasinitz is Presidential Professor of Sociology at the CUNY Graduate Center. He is the author of
Caribbean New York and co-author of Inheriting the City, also the recipient of the American Sociological
Association's Distinguished Publication Award.

Alexandra K. Murphy, a postdoctoral fellow at the National Poverty Center at the University of Michigan,
received her doctorate in sociology from Princeton in 2012. She is the author of Where the Sidewalk Ends:
Poverty in an American Suburb, to be published by Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Urban
Ethnography Reader is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Robert Watts:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Urban Ethnography Reader can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Moses Bean:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity



do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely The Urban Ethnography Reader.

Ernestine Pagan:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This e-book The Urban Ethnography Reader was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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