
The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of
the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved
Italy's Art During World War II

By Ilaria Dagnini Brey

The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers
Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey

In 1943, while the world was convulsed by war, a few visionaries -- in the
private sector and in the military -- committed to protect Europe's cultural
heritage from the indiscriminate ravages of World War II.

In the midst of the conflict, the Allied Forces appointed the monuments
officers?a motley group of art historians, curators, architects, and artists?to
ensure that the great masterworks of European art and architecture were not
looted or bombed into oblivion. The journalist Ilaria Dagnini Brey focuses her
spellbinding account on the monuments officers of Italy, quickly dubbed "the
Venus Fixers" by bemused troops.

Working on the front lines in conditions of great deprivation and danger, these
unlikely soldiers stripped the great galleries of their incomparable holdings and
sent them into safety by any means they could. They worked with skeptical army
strategists to make sure air raids didn't take out the heart of an ancient city, and
patched up Renaissance palazzi and ancient churches whose lead roofs were
sometimes melted away by the savagery of the attacks. Sometimes they failed.
But to an astonishing degree, they succeeded, and anyone who marvels at Italy's
artistic riches today is witnessing their handiwork.

In the course of her research, Brey gained unprecedented access to private
archives and primary sources, and the result is a book at once thorough and
grandly entertaining?a revelatory take on a little-known chapter of World War II
history. The Venus Fixers is an adventure story with the gorgeous tints of a
Botticelli landscape as its backdrop.
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In 1943, while the world was convulsed by war, a few visionaries -- in the private sector and in the
military -- committed to protect Europe's cultural heritage from the indiscriminate ravages of World
War II.

In the midst of the conflict, the Allied Forces appointed the monuments officers?a motley group of art
historians, curators, architects, and artists?to ensure that the great masterworks of European art and
architecture were not looted or bombed into oblivion. The journalist Ilaria Dagnini Brey focuses her
spellbinding account on the monuments officers of Italy, quickly dubbed "the Venus Fixers" by bemused
troops.

Working on the front lines in conditions of great deprivation and danger, these unlikely soldiers stripped the
great galleries of their incomparable holdings and sent them into safety by any means they could. They
worked with skeptical army strategists to make sure air raids didn't take out the heart of an ancient city, and
patched up Renaissance palazzi and ancient churches whose lead roofs were sometimes melted away by the
savagery of the attacks. Sometimes they failed. But to an astonishing degree, they succeeded, and anyone
who marvels at Italy's artistic riches today is witnessing their handiwork.

In the course of her research, Brey gained unprecedented access to private archives and primary sources, and
the result is a book at once thorough and grandly entertaining?a revelatory take on a little-known chapter of
World War II history. The Venus Fixers is an adventure story with the gorgeous tints of a Botticelli
landscape as its backdrop.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leo Rizer:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Venus Fixers: The
Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Virginia Carter:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable
Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II book because book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Raul Warren:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Venus Fixers:
The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II.

Robin Lawrence:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the
Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II was colorful and of course has



pictures around. As we know that book The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments
Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Download and Read Online The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable
Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art
During World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey #GF17OCZD8IP



Read The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied
Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II
By Ilaria Dagnini Brey for online ebook

The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During
World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Venus Fixers: The
Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II By Ilaria
Dagnini Brey books to read online.

Online The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers
Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey ebook PDF
download

The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art
During World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey Doc

The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II
By Ilaria Dagnini Brey Mobipocket

The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art During World War II
By Ilaria Dagnini Brey EPub

GF17OCZD8IP: The Venus Fixers: The Remarkable Story of the Allied Monuments Officers Who Saved Italy's Art
During World War II By Ilaria Dagnini Brey


