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Based on extensive research in India and Pakistan, this new study examines the
ways drumming and voices interconnect over vast areas of South Asia and
considers what it means for instruments to be voice-like and carry textual
messages in particular contexts. Richard K. Wolf employs a hybrid, novelistic
form of presentation in which the fictional protagonist Muharram Ali, a man
obsessed with finding music he believes will dissolve religious and political
barriers, interacts with Wolf's field consultants, to communicate ethnographic
and historical realities that transcend the local details of any one person's life.
The result is a daring narrative that follows Muharram Ali on a journey that
explores how the themes of South Asian Muslims and their neighbors coming
together, moving apart, and relating to God and spiritual intermediaries resonate
across ritual and expressive forms such as drumming and dancing.
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interconnect over vast areas of South Asia and considers what it means for instruments to be voice-like and
carry textual messages in particular contexts. Richard K. Wolf employs a hybrid, novelistic form of
presentation in which the fictional protagonist Muharram Ali, a man obsessed with finding music he believes
will dissolve religious and political barriers, interacts with Wolf's field consultants, to communicate
ethnographic and historical realities that transcend the local details of any one person's life. The result is a
daring narrative that follows Muharram Ali on a journey that explores how the themes of South Asian
Muslims and their neighbors coming together, moving apart, and relating to God and spiritual intermediaries
resonate across ritual and expressive forms such as drumming and dancing.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As can be expected from Richard K. Wolf, The Voice in the Drum is an erudite and masterful contribution
to South Asian ethnomusicology. But it is more: a deep contribution to experimental writing, full of nuanced
engagement with why the poetics and politics of representation is critical to contemporary music
ethnography."
--Steven Feld, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology and Music, University of New Mexico

"The Voice in the Drum, by Richard Wolf, Professor of Music and South Asian Studies at Harvard, is a
completely unique development in ethnomusicology. By skillfully drawing out his research interests through
the character of Muharram Ali, Wolf manages to draw the reader into a historical drama of idealism and
naivete falling apart." --Leonardo Reviews
 

"Emerging afresh from numerous fields of cultural anthropology, including ethnology, ethnomusicology,
humanistic anthropology, linguistics, the anthropology of religion, visual anthropology, and others, The
Voice in the Drum contributes new insights and creates innovative methodologies much needed in today's
growing anthropological and empathic understandings of the performance of emotion in South Asian
Islam."--American Anthropologist 
 
"Innovative and richly detailed." --American Ethnologist
 

About the Author
Richard K. Wolf is Professor of Music and South Asian Studies at Harvard University and editor of
Theorizing the Local: Music, Practice, and Experience in South Asia and Beyond.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Vickery:

The book The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in
Islamicate South Asia has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



James Robinson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Robert Hensley:

This The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia is brand-new way for
you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Robert Cox:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia. You can
more inviting than now.
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