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Since its first publication in 1976, Alan Chalmers's highly regarded and widely
read work--translated into eighteen languages--has become a classic introduction
to the scientific method, known for its accessibility to beginners and its value as a
resource for advanced students and scholars.

In addition to overall improvements and updates inspired by Chalmers's
experience as a teacher, comments from his readers, and recent developments in
the field, this fourth edition features an extensive chapter-long postscript that
draws on his research into the history of atomism to illustrate important themes
in the philosophy of science. Identifying the qualitative difference between
knowledge of atoms as it figures in contemporary science and metaphysical
speculations about atoms common in philosophy since the time of Democritus
offers a revealing and instructive way to address the question at the heart of this
groundbreaking work: What is this thing called science?
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Editorial Review

Review

Comments on the previous edition: This timely and valuable revision will do much to preserve What is this
thing called Science? as the best overall introductory textbook in the philosophy of science available in the
English language. The new chapters give an insightful and concise treatment of major developments in the
field from the last two decades, in the same accessible and lively style that made the first two editions such
successes. . . . I would recommend the new edition heartily. . . . --Hasok Chang, University College London

About the Author

Alan Chalmers is Adjunct Associate Professor at the University of Sydney, where he has taught since 1971.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

In other case, little persons like to read book What Is This Thing Called Science?. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book What Is This Thing
Called Science?. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Pearl Norris:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This What Is This Thing Called Science? is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Lila Johnson:

The e-book untitled What Is This Thing Called Science? is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author



use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of What Is This Thing Called Science? from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Mikel Davis:

You can get this What Is This Thing Called Science? by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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