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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up. A good companion to Harrison and Terris's A Twilight Struggle: The Life of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy (Lothrop, 1992). Here, the authors use selections from Tennyson's Ulysses as chapter epigraphs
and as a general theme in this admiring biography. In the process, readers are shown how Kennedy's desire
to be noticed and to achieve in a highly competitive family gradually led him into a life of public service.
There is some general background information about the subject's childhood, education, and personal life,
but the authors devote most of the book to his public career and political successes. They trace his moves
from being a congressional investigator to becoming Attorney General and trusted advisor to his brother, to
establishing himself as a recognized national political leader and presidential candidate, emphasizing
throughout his compassion and empathy for those in need. The book concludes with his tragic death and its
impact on the nation. This is an attractive book, with a clean layout and numerous well-reproduced, black-
and-white photos. Most biographies of Robert Kennedy have been written for adults; this one provides a fine
examination of his life for YAs.?Mary Mueller, Rolla Junior High School,
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 5-8. Harrison and Terris, authors of a book about John Kennedy, A Twilight Struggle (1992), and
researchers for HBO documentaries about each of the Kennedy brothers, offer a biography of Robert
Kennedy that focuses on precisely those elements of his life that will interest children. RFK, the seventh
child of Rose and Joe Kennedy, was not as athletic, social, or smart in school as his older brothers. The
authors show how Bobby, always in his family's shadow until after JFK's death, was able to find his own
path, and they chronicle the evolution of Kennedy's social conscience and his dedication to the country's and
the world's poor. The writing is crisp, often focusing on the unexpected, such as a meeting with an enraged
civil rights activist. Yet there is also a wealth of small details that illuminate the man: the solace he found in
walks with his dog; his determination to be the first person to climb a mountain named for his brother; his
trip to a South American barrio, where he noted that if he had to live in such poverty, he would be a
communist, too. Peppered with black-and-white photos (the book could use more) and with an endnote and a
chronology, this offers a glimmer of the dream Bobby Kennedy was for so many Americans. Ilene Cooper

From Kirkus Reviews
The authors of A Twilight Struggle (1992) and research directors for a television documentary about Robert
Kennedy proffer a lively, well-substantiated account of their subject's youth, political career, and stubborn
idealism. Readers first encounter Kennedy sitting with a child in a ``fetid'' sharecropper's shack; although
Kennedy's privileged upbringing, early days in government working for Joseph McCarthy, and brilliant
management of his brother's campaigns get their share of attention, Harrison and Terris focus most closely
on the birth and growth of his burning concern for children and the poor. The authors sometimes include
unanalyzed details, but make their points lucidly--``On the issue of civil rights, Bobby Kennedy was a
combination of passion and prudence. That combination made just about everyone mad at him!''--and back
them up with citations from a variety of sources. The selection of black-and-white photographs is not
generous by current standards, but the portraits, family shots, and crowd scenes are evocative and properly
placed. This treatment of Kennedy's life won't quite bring him out of his brother's shadow, but it will give
him a distinct shape. (index, not seen, notes, chronology, bibliography) (Biography. 11-14) -- Copyright
©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Ripple of Hope: The Life of
Robert F. Kennedy will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Bess Malloy:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for us. The book A Ripple of Hope: The Life of
Robert F. Kennedy seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication A Ripple of Hope: The Life of
Robert F. Kennedy is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book A Ripple of Hope: The Life of Robert F. Kennedy. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Audrey Spence:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Ripple of Hope: The Life of Robert F. Kennedy book is readable
by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding A Ripple of Hope: The Life of Robert F. Kennedy content conveys objective easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So
, do you continue to thinking A Ripple of Hope: The Life of Robert F. Kennedy is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Clarence Williams:

The book untitled A Ripple of Hope: The Life of Robert F. Kennedy contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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