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Why has the United States become involved in so many wars in the Middle East,
and why just now? What explains the extraordinary disconnect between pre-war
statements by the Bush Administration and the post-war reality? How much of
U.S. intelligence was wrong, and why? Why did the Bush Administration ignore
warnings by senior military commanders about the difficulties they would
confront in trying to occupy Iraq? Why was there virtually no pre-war planning
for administering Iraq once the war was successfully concluded? Pelletiere
argues that, in going to war twice against Iraq and once against Afghanistan, the
United States was seeking to put a lock on its future energy supplies. In
neglecting diplomacy for so long in dealing with the Gulf States, Washington
was practically compelled to use force to get what it wanted.

Pelletiere explores the context of events that produced the attacks of September
11, 2001, the pretext for the United States' military move into the region. He
debunks the Bush Administration's claim that the United States was beset by
Islamic terrorists bent on destroying western civilization and set the stage for an
examination of other possible motives. Next, he details the history of U.S.
involvement in the region, beginning with the discovery of oil and the pioneering
efforts of American and British companies to open the region to exploration.
After the OPEC Revolution, he argues, the United States would allow itself to be
drawn into an arms-supplying relationship with the Shah of Iran and the military-
industrial complex would become hooked on subsidies from the Gulf monarchs.
Finally, after discussing the First Gulf War and recent events in Afghanistan,
Pelletiere contends that these conflicts and the current war in Iraq are really part
of a greater struggle between North and South, a struggle that will have
significant consequences for the future of the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Recommended. Suitable for graduate students who already have substantial knowledge of the subject." -
Choice

Review
Stephen Pelletiere has been a journalist, a university professor (most recently at the National War College),
the chief CIA analyst on Iraq from 1980-1988, and--beyond the sum of his parts--a historian. His 2001 book,
^IIraq and the International Oil System^R, was a unique and jarring re-ordering of known and little-known
facts which pointed to a problem several layers deeper than what almost any other expert got to. His new
work, ^IAmerica's Oil Wars^R promises to be no less provocative. (Roger Trilling,^Lco-author of ^IThe
Invisible War^R)

About the Author

Stephen PelletiËre was the Central Intelligence Agency's senior political analyst on Iraq during the Iran-
Iraq War. From 1988 to 2000 he was Senior Professor of National Security Affairs and the U.S. Army's
expert on the Persian Gulf at the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. He received his PhD in
Political Science from the University of California, Berkeley. He studied Arabic at the American University
in Cairo. He is author of three books on Iraq and the Persian Gulf.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Callender:

The book America's Oil Wars can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave the good thing like a book America's Oil Wars? Several of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book America's Oil Wars has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rebecca Wheeler:

This America's Oil Wars are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this America's Oil Wars can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this America's Oil Wars forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Martin Hobson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular America's Oil Wars can give you a lot
of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have America's Oil Wars.

Andre Barrett:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book America's Oil Wars we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book America's Oil Wars. You can more appealing than now.
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