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Bully doesn't have a kind word for any of his friends. When the other animals ask
him to play, he responds in the way he's been taught:

Chicken! Slow poke! You stink!

Laura Vaccaro Seeger's bold, graphic artwork, along with her spare but powerful
words, make for a tender, hilarious, and thoughtful tale. This title has Common
Core connections.

A Neal Porter Book
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 2-On the cover, bold black lines on an angry tomato-red background depict the scowling title
character. Seeger sets the emotional tone from the very start: this is one mean bull. Front endpapers offer a
clue to his behavior as readers see a larger, adult bull shout, "Go away!" The rejected little guy hangs his
head, and, as many real-life bullies do, turns his hurt into anger. When he comes upon a group of animals
who want to play, he puffs himself up in a near-identical pose to his adult counterpart and shouts, "No!" He
proceeds to insult them with literal names ("CHICKEN!" "PIG!") that lend a bit of levity and humor to an
otherwise serious story. With each insult, the bull's bravado makes him larger and larger, filling and then
expanding outside the frame of the pages. Children will recognize and respond to this powerful visual
depiction of rage. By the time he yells "YOU STINK!" at the skunk, only his two giant front hooves and
enormous snout are visible. When the bull is finally forced to confront what he has become, viewers see him
deflate like an overinflated balloon and become small. Again, Seeger lightens the mood with this touch of
cartoon whimsy. Spare text and simple drawings allow the antibullying message to come across clearly
without being heavy-handed or didactic. The arc of the bull's experience engenders discussion and
encourages the quest for satisfying solutions.-Kiera Parrott, Darien Library, CTα(c) Copyright 2013. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* After a big bull tells him to go away, a little bull looks hurt and dejected. When a friendly
rabbit, chicken, and turtle ask him if he wants to play, to each smaller animal, he bellows his answer (NO!).
He grows larger (CHICKEN!), and LARGER (SLOWPOKE!) with each name he calls. After seven name-
calling episodes, he has grown so enormous that only his hoof fits in the picture book. The tables are turned
when a goat yells BULLY! Bully? asks the bull, looking hurt and insecure. Suddenly deflated, he apologizes
to his friends and asks, Wanna play? Bold black lines and flat colors define the images of the animals, which
stand out against the textured, ivory-toned backgrounds. Delivered in speech balloons, the only text is terse
dialogue delivered in a font that grows larger as the bull roars louder. His ego deflates in an amusing,
cartoonlike scene, showing him spinning like a punctured balloon. Perhaps the most unusual aspect of the
book is the consideration of the bully’s point of view. Intelligently conceived and beautifully executed, this
picture book is visually and verbally pared down to essentials, making it accessible to a wide age range. Yet
for all its simplicity, this story opens up a number of complex issues for discussion. Preschool-Grade 3. --
Carolyn Phelan

Review

“What's lovely about ‘Bully' is that the little bull is a sympathetic character throughout. Having shown us the
reason for his anger, Seeger offers children a way to root for him.” ?The New York Times

“For a book containing only 18 words (22 if you count the duplicates), this title packs a punch, or perhaps a
pat on the shoulder. Beginning with the stop-sign-red cover sporting an angry brown bull, author-illustrator
Laura Vaccaro Seeger signals her intent to tackle an ugly subject, carefully calibrating it for the very
youngest.” ?The Washington Post

“Intelligently conceived and beautifully executed, this picture book is visually and verbally pared down to
essentials, making it accessible to a wide age range. Yet for all its simplicity, this story opens up a number of
complex issues for discussion.” ?Booklist, starred review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Seeger's pages pop with action, and the lesson couldn't be clearer.” ?Publishers Weekly, starred review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Bully? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jaime Leflore:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Bully will make you to become
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open
or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

James Rouse:

Typically the book Bully will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you.
The book Bully is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mark Smith:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Bully.
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