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Editorial Review

Review

"If, like me, you find most philosophical commentaries on the work of such thinkers as Derrida, Deleuze and
L evinas scarecely |less obscure and jargon-saturated than the originals, then this is the book for you." Byron
Williston, Philosophy in Review

"In general, American students find "continental" thought somewhat less accessible than its analytic
counterpart. ...In light of this, such an introductory work on European thought is a welcome aid to the
reading of the relevant primary sources. But the value of such atext.rests on the clarity of itsown
presentation. Sedgwick's writing is clear, elegant, well organised and perfectly attuned to the concerns
outlined above. | cannot help but mention another perfect audience for this book: faculty, such as myself.l
confess to learning an enormous amount of philosophy from Sedgwick." Patrick Mooney, John Carroll
University, in the Times Higher Education Supplement

"This book should take a place as one of the key textsin humanities programs throughout the English-
speaking world." R Shumaker, Choice, June 2002

"With areliable lucidity, Peter Sedgwick connects central questionsin contemporary continental thought -
the limits of knowledge, and the question of the subject - with the traditional history of modern philosophy
from Descartes to Kant. This book demonstrates beyond doubt that no student of philosophy today can claim
to be educated unless they have come to terms with the issues and figures it deals with so freshly and
helpfully." David Wood, Vanderbilt University

"Thiswill be thefirst book | recommend to students and non-philosophers looking for a guide into European
philosophy, and academic philosophers - whether "analytic' or ‘continental’- will also profit fromits clear and
jargon-free explications of some notoriously complicated philosophical thinkers." Alan D. Schrift, Grinnell
College

"Peter Sedgwick has produced a remarkably lucid introduction to the dominant trends in European
philosophy. Even the challenging projects of contemporary, postmodern philosophy are rendered accessible
to an audience of non-specialists. Thisis awelcome, engaging resource for both students and teachers of the
history of philosophy." Daniel W. Conway, Pennsylvania State University

"If ... you find most philosophical commentaries on the work of such thinkers as Derrida, Deleuze and
Levinas scarecely less obscure and jargon-saturated than the originals, then thisis the book for you. Peter
Sedgwick has given us aremarkably lucid account of the major trends in the history of European thought,
from the early seventeenth century to the late twentieth." Philosophy in Review

From the Back Cover

This critical survey of issuesin European philosophy offers detailed accounts of crucial texts by important
thinkers. Sedgwick draws key ideas from these sources, analyzing the various rel ationshi ps between them
and linking them to central themesin philosophical enquiry, such as the nature of subjectivity, reason and
experience, anti-humanism, and the nature of language.



Areas explored include epistemol ogy, metaphysics and ontology, ethics and politics. Aspects of the work of
abroad range of thinkersis considered in detail, including Descartes, Locke, Hume, Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche,
Adorno and Horkheimer, Heidegger, Deleuze and Guatarri, Levinas, Derrida, Althusser, Foucault and
Lyotard.

Thisintriguing new work presents the complex ideas of European philosophy in a straightforward manner,
and will be of interest to both introductory and advanced-level readers.

About the Author
Peter Sedgwick is Lecturer in Philosophy at Cardiff University. He is editor of Nietzsche: A Critical Reader
(Blackwell, 1995) and co-editor, with Andrew Edgar, of Key Conceptsin Cultural Theory (1999).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeannine Ricks:

Here thing why this kind of Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al reading abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer
which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Descartes
to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy in e-book can be your aternate.

Rebecca Beal:

The reserve with title Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy includes alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Donald White:

The reason why? Because this Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking way. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-



book store hurriedly.

Eugene Howard:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Descartes to Derrida: An
Introduction to European Philosophy reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Descartes to Derrida: An Introduction to European Philosophy as good book not simply by the cover but also
from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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