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One of the greatest political advisers of all time, Niccolò Machiavelli thought
long and hard about how citizens could identify great leaders?ones capable of
defending and enhancing the liberty, honor, and prosperity of their countries.
Drawing on the full range of the Florentine's writings, acclaimed Machiavelli
biographer Maurizio Viroli gathers and interprets Machiavelli's timeless wisdom
about choosing leaders. The brief and engaging result is a new kind of
Prince?one addressed to citizens rather than rulers and designed to make you a
better voter.

Demolishing popular misconceptions that Machiavelli is a cynical realist, the
book shows that he believes republics can't survive, let alone thrive, without
leaders who are virtuous as well as effective. Among much other valuable advice,
Machiavelli says that voters should pick leaders who put the common good
above narrower interests and who make fighting corruption a priority, and he
explains why the best way to recognize true leaders is to carefully examine their
past actions and words. On display throughout are the special insights that
Machiavelli gained from long, direct knowledge of real political life, the study of
history, and reflection on the political thinkers of antiquity.

Recognizing the difference between great and mediocre political leaders is
difficult but not at all impossible?with Machiavelli's help. So do your country a
favor. Read this book, then vote like Machiavelli would.
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One of the greatest political advisers of all time, Niccolò Machiavelli thought long and hard about how
citizens could identify great leaders?ones capable of defending and enhancing the liberty, honor, and
prosperity of their countries. Drawing on the full range of the Florentine's writings, acclaimed Machiavelli
biographer Maurizio Viroli gathers and interprets Machiavelli's timeless wisdom about choosing leaders. The
brief and engaging result is a new kind of Prince?one addressed to citizens rather than rulers and designed to
make you a better voter.

Demolishing popular misconceptions that Machiavelli is a cynical realist, the book shows that he believes
republics can't survive, let alone thrive, without leaders who are virtuous as well as effective. Among much
other valuable advice, Machiavelli says that voters should pick leaders who put the common good above
narrower interests and who make fighting corruption a priority, and he explains why the best way to
recognize true leaders is to carefully examine their past actions and words. On display throughout are the
special insights that Machiavelli gained from long, direct knowledge of real political life, the study of
history, and reflection on the political thinkers of antiquity.

Recognizing the difference between great and mediocre political leaders is difficult but not at all
impossible?with Machiavelli's help. So do your country a favor. Read this book, then vote like Machiavelli
would.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Voters of all persuasions will find much here to confirm their convictions. . . . Machiavelli wanted to make
his country great again, but greatness should have nothing to do with vanity or cruelty. Viroli offers a timely
reminder of his thought."--Raphael Hogarth, Times Literary Supplement

"As Maurizio Viroli makes clear in his short, sharp, and sobering How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli's
Advice to Citizens, the GOP's presidential nominee would have horrified the Florentine political thinker--not
because he has grasped Machiavelli's advice--he hasn't--but because he scorns Machiavelli's values."--
Robert Zaretsky, Los Angeles Review of Books

"A good book for an election year."--Choice

"How to Choose a Leader is a kind of Copernican Revolution regarding Machiavelli’s perspective and
objectives. It is a project anything but easy, since one must not only have mastered Machiavelli’s thought,
but also have a good understanding of American history to grasp the examples supporting the Counselor’s
advice. Maurizio Viroli, it must be noted, has done a great job."--Michalis Katsimitsis, The Historical
Review

From the Back Cover

"Niccolò Machiavelli was not only an adviser to princes; he was also, and more importantly, an adviser to
citizens. Maurizio Viroli has collected, explained, and elucidated some of the best examples of
Machiavellian advice. Be sure to read this book before you go to the polls."--Michael Walzer, Institute for
Advanced Study

"In this book we see the depth of understanding, the freshness of insight, the vividness of prose, and the
convincing power of argument that have made Maurizio Viroli the preeminent critic of Machiavelli of my
generation."--Philip Bobbitt, author of The Garments of Court and Palace: Machiavelli and the World
That He Made

"A pleasure to read, this timely and enlightening book will be of great use to today's voters. Maurizio Viroli,
one of the very best interpreters of Machiavelli in the world, presents a wise portrait of Machiavelli's work,
showing that he wasn't a ‘teacher of evil' but rather a great political thinker with much to say about the issues
facing citizens today."--Peter Bondanella, editor and translator of The Prince

About the Author
Maurizio Viroli is professor emeritus of politics at Princeton University, professor of government at the
University of Texas, Austin, and professor of political communication at the University of Italian
Switzerland in Lugano. His many books include Niccolò's Smile: A Biography of Machiavelli (Hill & Wang)
and Redeeming "The Prince": The Meaning of Machiavelli's Masterpiece (Princeton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Helen Woodyard:

Here thing why that How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of How to Choose a Leader:
Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens in e-book can be your choice.

Luther Brown:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s
Advice to Citizens book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gloria Pruitt:

How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing How to Choose
a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to Citizens yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Carol Rosborough:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually How to Choose a Leader: Machiavelli’s Advice to
Citizens. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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