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An expanded, updated edition of the classic study of Cuban-American culture,
this engaging book, which mixes the author’s own story with his reflections as a
trained observer, explores how both famous and ordinary members of the “1.5
Generation” (Cubans who came to the United States as children or teens) have
lived “life on the hyphen”—neither fully Cuban nor fully American, but a fertile
hybrid of both. Offering an in-depth look at Cuban-Americans who have become
icons of popular and literary culture—including Desi Arnaz, Oscar Hijuelos,
musician Pérez Prado, and crossover pop star Gloria Estefan, as well as poets
José Kozer and Orlando González Esteva, performers Willy Chirino and Carlos
Oliva, painter Humberto Calzada, and others—Gustavo Pérez Firmat chronicles
what it means to be Cuban in America.

The first edition of Life on the Hyphen won the Eugene M. Kayden National
University Press Book Award and received honorable mentions for the Modern
Language Association’s Katherine Singer Kovacs Prize and the Latin American
Studies Association’s Bryce Wood Book Award.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gustavo Pérez Firmat is the David Feinson Professor in the Humanities at Columbia University. Coeditor of
The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature, he is also the author of numerous books of literary and cultural
criticism, including The Havana Habit, Tongue Ties, and The Cuban Condition. Newsweek included him
among "100 Americans to watch for in the 21st century" and Hispanic Business Magazine selected him as
one of the "100 most influential Hispanics" in the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Life on
the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Debbie Gagnon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-
American Way, Revised Edition that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition
become your current starter.

Virginia Doak:

Beside that Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable



blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Donald Noble:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised
Edition was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Life on the Hyphen: The
Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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