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Some of medieval culture's most arresting images and stories inextricably
associate love and death. Thus the troubadour Jaufre Rudel dies in the arms of
the countess of Tripoli, having loved her from afar without ever having seen her.
Or in Marie de France's Chevrefoil, Tristan and Iseult's fatal love is hauntingly
symbolized by the fatally entwined honeysuckle and hazel. And who could forget
the ethereal spectacle of the Damoisele of Escalot's body carried

to Camelot on a supernatural funerary boat with a letter on her breast explaining
how her unrequited love for Lancelot killed her? Medieval literature is fascinated
with the idea that love may be afatal affliction. Indeed, it is frequently suggested
that true love requires sacrifice, that you must be ready

to diefor, from, and in love. Love, in other words, is represented, sometimes
explicitly, as aform of martyrdom, a notion that is repeatedly reinforced by
courtly literature's borrowing of religious vocabulary and imagery. The paradigm
of the martyr to love has of course remained compelling in the early modern and
modern period.

This book seeksto explore what is at stake in medieval literature's preoccupation
with love's martyrdom. Informed by modern theoretical approaches, particularly
Lacanian psychoanalysis and Jacques Derrida's work on ethics, it offers new
readings of awide range of French and Occitan courtly texts from the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries, and argues that a new secular ethics of desire emerges from
courtly literature because of its fascination with death. This book also examines
the interplay

between lyric and romance in courtly literary culture and shows how courtly
literature's predilection for sacrificial desire imposes a repressive sex-gender
system that may then be subverted by fictional women and queers who either fail
to die on cue, or who die in troublesome and disruptive

ways.
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Some of medieval culture's most arresting images and stories inextricably associate love and death. Thus the
troubadour Jaufre Rudel diesin the arms of the countess of Tripoli, having loved her from afar without ever
having seen her. Or in Marie de France's Chevrefoil, Tristan and Iseult's fatal love is hauntingly symbolized
by the fatally entwined honeysuckle and hazel. And who could forget the ethereal spectacle of the Damoisele
of Escalot's body carried

to Camelot on a supernatural funerary boat with a letter on her breast explaining how her unrequited love for
Lancelot killed her? Medieval literature is fascinated with the idea that love may be afatal affliction. Indeed,
it is frequently suggested that true love requires sacrifice, that you must be ready

to diefor, from, and in love. Love, in other words, is represented, sometimes explicitly, as aform of
martyrdom, a notion that is repeatedly reinforced by courtly literature's borrowing of religious vocabulary
and imagery. The paradigm of the martyr to love has of course remained compelling in the early modern and
modern period.

This book seeks to explore what is at stake in medieval literature's preoccupation with love's martyrdom.
Informed by modern theoretical approaches, particularly Lacanian psychoanalysis and Jacques Derrida's
work on ethics, it offers new readings of awide range of French and Occitan courtly texts from the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, and argues that a new secular ethics of desire emerges from courtly literature
because of its fascination with death. This book also examines the interplay

between lyric and romance in courtly literary culture and shows how courtly literature's predilection for
sacrificial desire imposes a repressive sex-gender system that may then be subverted by fictional women and
gueers who either fail to die on cue, or who die in troublesome and disruptive

ways.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Gaunt has given us a compelling analysis of courtly love, which should become required reading for all
future debates.”--Matilda Tomaryn Bruckner, Speculum

About the Author

Simon Gaunt is Professor of French Language and Literature and Head of the French Department at King's
College London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Antonio Bedler:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan
Courtly Literature: Martyrsto Loveto read.

Elizabeth Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly
Literature: Martyrsto Love as the daily resource information.

Kevin Diaz:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing



video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. Itisreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading areserve. The book Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrsto
Loveit isextremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but
this book offers high quality.

Nancy Thornton:

Y ou will get this Love and Death in Medieval French and Occitan Courtly Literature: Martyrsto Love by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till revise. Let'stry
to choose proper ways for you.
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