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Robert J. Houle examines the history of faith among colonial Zulu Christians
(known as amaKholwa,) in what would become South Africa, arguing that
Africans successfully naturalized Christianity. Houle believes that before the
religion could take hold, several aspects of Christianity needed to be "translated"
to fill critical gaps between existing African beliefs and Christian tradition. This
dual identity was difficult to reconcile through much of Zulu Christian history,
but ultimately transformed both the Zulu Christians and their adopted faith.
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Editorial Review

Review
Historian Houle (Fairleigh Dickinson Univ.) explores the process by which Zulu congregants of the
American Zulu Mission (AZM) in Britain's Southern African Natal Colony in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries "naturalized" Christianity and made it a local religion. The stripping away of the US cultural traits
of the AZM —a Congregationalist mission affiliated with the American Board of Commissioners— was
achieved, ironically, via a characteristically US tool for conversion: the revival meeting. Zulu emotionalism
made white missionaries uncomfortable, but like colonizers everywhere, they eventually conceded that while
they could deliver the message, they could not control its reception and application. Underlying Houle's
analysis is his desire to explain why a majority of Zulu converts stayed with the AZM rather than joining
African Independent Churches that would allow them greater freedom of religious expression. To answer,
Houle moves away from the political and economic explanations offered by Jean and John Comaroff,
Elizabeth Elbourne, Paul Landau, and J. D. Y. Peel, and follows Benedict Carton by explaining how Zulu
converts transformed AZM theology from within by incorporating Zulu beliefs. This transformation, Houle
argues, helped ensure the survival of Christianity in rural Southern Africa. Summing Up: Recommended.
Upper-division undergraduates and above.  (CHOICE)

About the Author
Robert J. Houle is associate professor of history at Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their
Faith in Colonial South Africa. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in
Colonial South Africa. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Judith Lucas:

This book untitled Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.



Joaquin Bedard:

Typically the book Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Making
African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Jack Lacasse:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa.
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