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From his early economic works on, Marx conceived the labour of any kind of
society as a set of production activities and analysed the historical modes of
production as specific ways of distributing  and exchanging these activities.
Political economy on the contrary considers the labour only under the form of its
product, and the exchange of products as commodities as the unique form of
social labour exchange. For Marx, insofar as the labour creating value represents
a specific mode of exchanging the society's living labour, general and abstract
labour cannot not only be defined as the substance or measure unit of the
commodity, as in Smith or Ricardo, but foremost as an expense of living labour,
i.e. of nerves, muscles, brain, etc. Hence the twofold nature of living labour, as a
concrete activity producing a use value and an expense of human labour in
general producing exchange value. Marx himself claimed that this twofold nature
of labour creating value was its main and most important contribution to
economic science. This book aims at showing how both determines the original
categories and economic laws in Capital and constitutes the profound innerspring
of Marx's critique of political economy. The role and function of living labour is
highlighted by dealing with the difference between Marx and Classics' theories of
labour value; money and the problems of its integration in economic analysis,
especially in Keynes; the transition from feudalism to capitalism; the theory of
capital through a discussion on the Cambridge controversy and the
transformation problem; the labour process and the principles of labour
management; unemployment and overpopulation; the formulas of capital in the
history of economic thought; finally, an interpretation of the current crisis based
on Marx's conception of overaccumulation and speculation after having
distinguished it from underconsumption and stagnation theories of crises. 
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exchanging these activities. Political economy on the contrary considers the labour only under the form of its
product, and the exchange of products as commodities as the unique form of social labour exchange. For
Marx, insofar as the labour creating value represents a specific mode of exchanging the society's living
labour, general and abstract labour cannot not only be defined as the substance or measure unit of the
commodity, as in Smith or Ricardo, but foremost as an expense of living labour, i.e. of nerves, muscles,
brain, etc. Hence the twofold nature of living labour, as a concrete activity producing a use value and an
expense of human labour in general producing exchange value. Marx himself claimed that this twofold
nature of labour creating value was its main and most important contribution to economic science. This book
aims at showing how both determines the original categories and economic laws in Capital and constitutes
the profound innerspring of Marx's critique of political economy. The role and function of living labour is
highlighted by dealing with the difference between Marx and Classics' theories of labour value; money and
the problems of its integration in economic analysis, especially in Keynes; the transition from feudalism to
capitalism; the theory of capital through a discussion on the Cambridge controversy and the transformation
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Marx and Living Labour
(Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Martina Barton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Marx and Living Labour
(Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Marx and Living Labour (Routledge
Frontiers of Political Economy) become your own starter.

Cheri Whaley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be read. Marx and Living Labour (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Diane Smith:

The book untitled Marx and Living Labour (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read



this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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