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Between 1900 and 1950 the British state amassed a huge collection of over 800
historic buildings, monuments, and sites and opened them to the public. This
engaging book explains why the extraordinary collecting frenzy took place,
locating it in the fragile and nostalgic atmosphere of the interwar years,
dominated by neo-romanticism and cultural protectionism. The government’s
activities were mirrored by the establishment of dozens of voluntary bodies,
including the Council for the Protection of Rural England, the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings, and the National Trust. Men from the Ministry
sets al this activity, for the first time, in its political, economic and cultural
contexts, painting a picture of a country traumatized by war, fearful of losing
what was |eft of its history, and a government that actively set out to protect
them. It dissects a government program that established a modern state on deep
historical and rural roots.
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Editorial Review
Review

" State ownership makes conservation political and Thurley knows his cannot help but be a political book™
Rosemary Hill, Sunday Telegraph.

(Rosemary Hill Sunday Telegraph 2013-06-23)

"The historic built environment demands parity of esteem, Simon argues, and he ends the book by putting
the case for tax relief in return for public access to help the owners of historic property to meet their
maintenance costs. The two are intimately linked: many recent sales of works of art have been the result of
the owners of great houses selling in order to undertake much-needed building repairs.” Salon.

(Salon 2013-06-17)

“In this absorbing book, the chief executive of English Heritage explores how, between 1900 and 1950, the
British state amassed more than 800 buildings, monuments and historic sites and gave the public access to
them. Thurley isawell-placed guide to the characters who enabled this collecting spree and to the
challenges that they faced; he tells avivid story of how the country successfully established a vast open-air
museum” — Apollo Magazine, 1st July 2013

(Apollo Magazine 2013-07-01)

"Everyone involved with looking after historic buildings today. . .should read Simon Thurley’s. . .well-
researched and readable book [...]. Dr Thurley, asthe chief executive of English Heritage since 2003 —and a
former Director of the Museum of London and Curator of Historic Royal Palaces—isin an exceptional
position to tell this tale, which he does at a cracking pace."—Jeremy Musson, Historic House

(Jeremy Musson Historic House 2013-11-01)

“...[Thig] isatimely book documenting the long and passionate struggle for preserving historic buildings
and sites.”—R. C. Richardson, THES (R. C. Richardson THES 2014-03-06)

‘Thurley’stext [is] knowledgeable, subtle, supple, by turns celebratory and sardonic.’—David Lowenthal,
TLS (David Lowenthal, TLS 2014-06-20)

About the Author

Simon Thurley isthe Chief Executive of English Heritage. He was formerly the Director of the Museum of
London, and the Curator of Historic Royal Palaces.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Winston Nakashima;

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage.

Troy Riley:

The book Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage has alot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Kimberly Wood:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
aprofessional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Men from the Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage this reserve consist
alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Irene Gamino:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside aong with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Men from the
Ministry: How Britain Saved Its Heritage which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.
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