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Conducting the first comprehensive study of films that do not move, Justin
Remes challenges the primacy of motion in cinema and tests the theoretical limits
of film aesthetics and representation. Reading experimental films such as Andy
Warhol's Empire (1964), the Fluxus work Disappearing Music for Face (1965),
Michael Snow's So Is This (1982), and Derek Jarman's Blue (1993), he shows
how motionless films defiantly showcase the static while collapsing the
boundaries between cinema, photography, painting, and literature.

Analyzing four categories of static film--furniture films, designed to be viewed
partially or distractedly; protracted films, which use extremely slow motion to
impress stasis; textual films, which foreground the static display of letters and
written words; and monochrome films, which display a field of monochrome
color as their image--Remes maps the interrelations between movement, stillness,
and duration and their complication of cinema's conventional function and
effects. Arguing all films unfold in time, he suggests duration is more
fundamental to cinema than motion, initiating fresh inquiries into film's
manipulation of temporality, from rigidly structured works to those with more
ambiguous and open-ended frameworks. Remes's discussion integrates the
writings of Roland Barthes, Gilles Deleuze, Tom Gunning, Rudolf Arnheim,
Raymond Bellour, and Noel Carroll and will appeal to students of film theory,
experimental cinema, intermedia studies, and aesthetics.
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Conducting the first comprehensive study of films that do not move, Justin Remes challenges the primacy of
motion in cinema and tests the theoretical limits of film aesthetics and representation. Reading experimental
films such as Andy Warhol's Empire (1964), the Fluxus work Disappearing Music for Face (1965), Michael
Snow's So Is This (1982), and Derek Jarman's Blue (1993), he shows how motionless films defiantly
showcase the static while collapsing the boundaries between cinema, photography, painting, and literature.

Analyzing four categories of static film--furniture films, designed to be viewed partially or distractedly;
protracted films, which use extremely slow motion to impress stasis; textual films, which foreground the
static display of letters and written words; and monochrome films, which display a field of monochrome
color as their image--Remes maps the interrelations between movement, stillness, and duration and their
complication of cinema's conventional function and effects. Arguing all films unfold in time, he suggests
duration is more fundamental to cinema than motion, initiating fresh inquiries into film's manipulation of
temporality, from rigidly structured works to those with more ambiguous and open-ended frameworks.
Remes's discussion integrates the writings of Roland Barthes, Gilles Deleuze, Tom Gunning, Rudolf
Arnheim, Raymond Bellour, and Noel Carroll and will appeal to students of film theory, experimental
cinema, intermedia studies, and aesthetics.
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Editorial Review

Review

An ambitious undertaking, supported by admirably clear prose and an impressive range of research.

(Richard Dienst, Rutgers University)

Remes's concise writing eloquently recounts his sensitive attention to the screened films that he discusses.
His subsequent, objectively based observations are often profound. His description and analysis of the
implications of what he has seen in my own films is revealing even to me. Unique in its emphasis on the
single frame as the core of cinema, this book is one of the best books ever written about 'experimental' film.

(Michael Snow)

Justin Remes' Motion(less) Pictures is written and argued so well that one can enjoy it and learn from it
without much liking the cinema of stasis. Early on, the book grants us leave to view Warhol's Empire or
Sleep in a state of high distraction, perhaps while munching panini and conversing with friends. We can even
exit and take a stroll. Remes rightly links both films to Erik Satie's 'furniture music'--'music to which,' John
Cage said, 'one did not have to listen' (Satie himself said that 'a man who has not heard Furniture music does
not know happiness"). Other types of stasis cinema--"protracted cinema," "the textual film," and "the
monochrome film'--invite more sustained attention. In every type, though, duration is more palpable than
motion, and Remes recommends that duration rather than motion be considered the 'indispensable
component' of all cinema. Yet mindful that cinema is richly diverse and ever changing, he resists reducing it
to a single essence. He calls instead for 'a theory of film... as flexible and expansive as cinema itself,' and
cites, as supporters as well as foils, multiple artists, theorists, and philosophers. Among them are Michael
Snow, Bill Viola, Nam June Paik, Tom Gunning, Steve Shaviro, Noel Carroll, Plato, Aristotle, Bergson,
Wittgenstein, Barthes, and Deleuze. The result is a broad survey of aesthetic thought and practice that, while
illuminating all of cinema, deftly transposes stillness from the margins of our attention to the center.

(Ira Jaffe, author of Slow Movies: Countering the Cinema of Action)

A brilliant book.... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

A worthwhile examination of a small but notable canon.

(Prefix Photo Magazine)

About the Author

Justin Remes is assistant professor of film studies at Iowa State University. His essays have appeared in



Cinema Journal, Screen, the British Journal of Aesthetics, and Film-Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

Here thing why this Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture Series) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and
Culture Series) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no publication that similar with Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture
Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture Series) in e-book can be your
option.

Henry Robinson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of
Stasis (Film and Culture Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Mack Washburn:

Beside this particular Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture Series) in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Motion(less) Pictures: The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture Series)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!

Maxine Whitley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Motion(less) Pictures:
The Cinema of Stasis (Film and Culture Series).
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