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Food, and in particular the lack of it, was central to the experience of World War
II. In this richly detailed and engaging history, Lizzie Collingham establishes
how control of food and its production is crucial to total war. How were the
imperial ambitions of Germany and Japan - ambitions which sowed the seeds of
war - informed by a desire for self-sufficiency in food production? How was the
outcome of the war affected by the decisions that the Allies and the Axis took
over how to feed their troops? And how did the distinctive ideologies of the
different combatant countries determine their attitudes towards those they had to
feed?

Tracing the interaction between food and strategy, on both the military and home
fronts, this gripping, original account demonstrates how the issue of access to
food was a driving force within Nazi policy and contributed to the decision to
murder hundreds of thousands of 'useless eaters' in Europe. Focusing on both the
winners and losers in the battle for food, The Taste of War brings to light the
striking fact that war-related hunger and famine was not only caused by Nazi
Germany and Imperial Japan, but was also the result of Allied mismanagement
and neglect, particularly in India, Africa and China.

American dominance both during and after the war was not only a result of the
United States' immense industrial production but also of its abundance of food.
This book traces the establishment of a global pattern of food production and
distribution and shows how the war subsequently promoted the pervasive
influence of American food habits and tastes in the post-war world. A work of
great scope, The Taste of War connects the broad sweep of history to its intimate
impact upon the lives of individuals. 
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original account demonstrates how the issue of access to food was a driving force within Nazi policy and
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the winners and losers in the battle for food, The Taste of War brings to light the striking fact that war-related
hunger and famine was not only caused by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, but was also the result of
Allied mismanagement and neglect, particularly in India, Africa and China.

American dominance both during and after the war was not only a result of the United States' immense
industrial production but also of its abundance of food. This book traces the establishment of a global pattern
of food production and distribution and shows how the war subsequently promoted the pervasive influence
of American food habits and tastes in the post-war world. A work of great scope, The Taste of War connects
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Editorial Review

Review
"Ambitious, compelling, fascinating."
— THE GUARDIAN (UK)

"Every now and again a book comes along that tranforms our understanding of a subject that had previously
seemed so well-worn and familiar. That is the measure of LIzzie Collingham's achievement in this
outstanding global account of the role played by food (and its absense) during the Second World War. It will
now be impossible to think of the war in the old way."
— Richard Overy, LITERARY REVIEW

"Fascinating... After this book, no historian will be able to write a comprehensive history of the Second
World War without putting the multifarious issues of food production and consumption centre stage." 
— Andrew Roberts, FINANCIAL TIMES

"Lizzie Collingham's book possesses the notable virtue of originality... [She] has gathered many strands to
pursue an important theme across a global canvas. She reminds us of the timeless truth that all human and
political behaviour is relative."
— Max Hastings, THE SUNDAY TIMES

“An important, original contribution”
— Booklist

“A definitive work of World War II scholarship.”
— Kirkus

About the Author
Lizzie Collingham is the author of Imperial Bodies: The Physical Experience of the Raj and Curry: A Tale
of Cooks and Conquerors. Having taught history at Warwick University she became a Research Fellow at
Jesus College, Cambridge. She is now an independent scholar and writer. She has lived in Australia, France,
and Germany and now lives near Cambridge with her husband and small daughter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Sanders:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Taste of War: World War II and the
Battle for Food book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Juan Hinkson:

Taste of War: World War II and the Battle for Food can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Taste of War: World
War II and the Battle for Food nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Myra McKenzie:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Taste of War: World War II
and the Battle for Food which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Antonio Sisson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the book
Taste of War: World War II and the Battle for Food we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Taste of War: World War II and the Battle for
Food. You can more inviting than now.
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