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Asafull-featured, free alternative to Adobe Photoshop, GIMP is one of the
world's most popular open source projects. The latest version of GIMP (2.8)
brings long-awaited improvements and powerful new tools to make graphic
design and photo manipulation even easier—but it's still a notoriously
challenging program to use.

The Artist's Guide to GIMP teaches you how to use GIMP without atedious list
of menu paths and options. Instead, as you follow along with Michael J.
Hammel's step-by-step instructions, you'll learn to produce professional-looking
advertisements, apply impressive photographic effects, and design cool logos and
text effects. These extensively illustrated tutorials are perfect for hands-on
learning or as templates for your own artistic experiments.

After acrash coursein GIMP's core tools like brushes, patterns, selections,
layers, modes, and masks, you'll learn:

- Photographic techniques to clean up blemishes and dust, create sepia-toned
antique images, swap colors, produce mation blurs, ater depth of field,
simulate atilt-shift, and fix ripsin an old photo

- Web design techniquesto create navigation tabs, icons, fancy buttons,
backgrounds, and borders

- Type effectsto create depth, perspective shadows, metallic and distressed text,
and neon and graffiti lettering

- Advertising effects to produce movie posters and package designs; simulate
clouds, cracks, cloth, and underwater effects; and create specialized lighting
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Whether you're new to GIMP or you've been playing with this powerful software
for years, you'll beinspired by the original art, creative photo manipulations, and
numerous tips for designers.
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Asafull-featured, free alternative to Adobe Photoshop, GIMP is one of the world's most popular open
source projects. The latest version of GIMP (2.8) brings long-awaited improvements and powerful new tools
to make graphic design and photo manipulation even easier—but it's still a notoriously challenging program
to use.

The Artist's Guide to GIMP teaches you how to use GIMP without atedious list of menu paths and options.
Instead, as you follow along with Michael J. Hammel's step-by-step instructions, you'll learn to produce
professional-looking advertisements, apply impressive photographic effects, and design cool logos and text
effects. These extensively illustrated tutorials are perfect for hands-on learning or as templates for your own
artistic experiments.

After acrash course in GIMP's core tools like brushes, patterns, selections, layers, modes, and masks, you'll
learn:

- Photographic techniques to clean up blemishes and dust, create sepia-toned antique images, swap colors,
produce motion blurs, alter depth of field, simulate atilt-shift, and fix ripsin an old photo

- Web design techniques to create navigation tabs, icons, fancy buttons, backgrounds, and borders

- Type effectsto create depth, perspective shadows, metallic and distressed text, and neon and graffiti
lettering

- Advertising effects to produce movie posters and package designs; simulate clouds, cracks, cloth, and
underwater effects; and create specialized lighting

Whether you're new to GIMP or you've been playing with this powerful software for years, you'll be inspired
by the original art, creative photo manipulations, and numerous tips for designers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

5GIMP Tipsfrom the Author

1. Like thingsjust so? Y our favorite Tool Option configurations can be saved as presets. Use the buttons at
the bottom of the Tool Options dialog to save, load, and delete presets.

2. Color tools can be added to the Toolbox using the Preferences dialog. Go to Edit > Prefer ences, then
select Toolbox.

3. Need quick accessto layer functions? Right click on any layer in the Layers dialog.

4. Hold Ctrl when using the Rotate tool to rotate layersin 15-degree increments. Likewise, hold Shift+Ctrl
when using the Paintbrush tool to draw lines in 15-degree increments.

5. Using full-size layers when you don't need to can slow GIMP down. To remove transparent and unused
regions of alayer, select and copy the area of interest and paste it into a new layer, then delete the original

layer.

About the Author

Michael J. Hammel has been a contributor to GIMP since 1996 (version 0.59). A former contributor to Linux
Format magazine, Hammel is the author of three books on the GIMP: The Artist's Guide to the GIMP (SSC,
1998), Essential GIMP for Web Professionals (Prentice Hall, 2001), and The Artist's Guide to GIMP Effects
(No Starch Press, 2007). Hammel currently works as an embedded software engineer in Colorado Springs.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

The book The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques for Photographers, Artists, and Designers
(Covers GIMP 2.8) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your



subject. If you can make looking at abook The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques for
Photographers, Artists, and Designers (Covers GIMP 2.8) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou can know
everything if you like open and read areserve The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques for
Photographers, Artists, and Designers (Covers GIMP 2.8). Kinds of book arealot of. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Erwin Fast:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile isreading.

Y eah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative
Techniques for Photographers, Artists, and Designers (Covers GIMP 2.8) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gail Brasfield:

This The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques for Photographers, Artists, and Designers (Covers
GIMP 2.8) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using
great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques
for Photographers, Artists, and Designers (Covers GIMP 2.8) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
minute right but this book aready do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you till doubt that?

Roy Jordan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Artist's Guide to GIMP: Creative Techniques for Photographers, Artists, and Designers
(Covers GIMP 2.8) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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